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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES.

Charge for Excess.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agricultural Water Supplies: Will be in-
quire into the charge of 6s. 8d. per thousand
gallons for excess water charged on the
Belka extension of the Goldfields Water
Scheme as compared with 2s. 6d. per thous-
and gallons charged on the South Hines
Hill extension, and make a reduction on the
Belka charges?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES replied: The question
is now under consideration,

Bellia Scheme.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agricultural Water Supplies: 1, When wili
the Belka water scheme extension be com-
pletely paid for by the settlers? 2, Will
a reduction in the price of the water then
hecome operative?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, Sinking
fund at the rate of 2 per eent. is provided. Tf
invested at 4} per cent. interest, 27 years
would elapse Dbefore the capital account
could be eleared. 2, Yes, if it does not be-
come necessary to remew portions or the
whole of the mains.

QUESTION — CANNING-ROAD, LOANS.
Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Works: What is the life of the loan or loans
used in the making of the Canning-road
beiween Vicloria Park and Fremantle?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
[n aceordance with the provisions of See-
tion 13, Subseetion 5, of the Traffic Aect
interest is charged at the rate of 6 per cent.
and sinking fund 3 per cent. Assuming
that the sinking fund is invested through-
out the period at 4% per cent. interest, the
amount should be sufficient to clear the loan
within approximately 20 years.

QUESTION—FORESTS DEPARTMENT,
RESERVES.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: Is
the Torests Department leasing parts of
their reservations%

The PREMIER replied: Yes. This is
obligatory under Section 20 of the Forests
Act, 1918, for the wnexpired term of pas-
toral leases.

QUESTION—UNIMPROVED LAND
VALUYES, RATING.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister for
Agricultural Water Supplies: Is it the ir-
tention of the Government to introduee thiz
session am amendment of the Municipal Cor-
porations Aet to enable the municipalities
to’'levy rales on the unimproved land value?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUI.-
TURAIL, WATER SUPPLIES replied:
The preparation of a Bill {o amend the
Municipal Covporations Aet is now receiv-
ing the Government’s attention.

QUESTION—OLD MEN'S HOME.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Has he given consideration to
the appointment of an honorary welfare
officer, as requested last year by the in-
mates of the Old Men’s Home? 2, In view
of the amount collected from the pensions,
is it not possible to improve the diet at the
Home and make the old mei's meals more
appetising?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, In view of the existence of an authorised
and independent visiting commiltee, it is
not considered that the appointment of an
honorary welfare officer as suggested is
needed. 2, The rate now paid by the Pensina
authorities for the maintenance of persons
in receipt of full pensions, .still fails te
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vover the cost of maintaining inmates at the
Home. The diet, however, has been im-
proved from time to time during the last
three or four years, and is perfectly whole-
spme.

QUESTION—MOTOR CARS, THIRD
PARTY INSURANCE.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH asked the
Premier: In view of the loss of life and
hmh caused by unfinancizl and uninsuved
motor drivers, will he consider the advisa-
bility of making third party insurance by
all car owners compulsory?

The PREMIKR replied: Yes.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wiison, leave of ab-
sen¢e for two weeks pranted to the member
for Pilbara {Mr, Lamond) on the ground
of urgent private business,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventk Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [4.36]: As I
have had opportunities to speak on five
previous occasions as the representative of
my constitueney, which ig so small in ares,
members might wonder why I seek on this
oceasion to indulge in what they might re-
gard as tedious repetition. I have heard
it said that one can repeat statements until
in the end one helieves them to he true, and
T vonfess that T helieve the statementz [
bave made to be trne. T also appreciate
the fart that it i more necessary to draw
attention to svme of those faets now than
ever hefore.  Dealing with the Governor's
Speech, it may be that it appears to tlie
layman and perhaps even to members of
the Oppasition, to contain little to their
satisfaction in its limited space. The Pre-
mier was the architect of the work, and
he put up his specifientions in as concise
a form as possible in such a limited space.
There is no one like the architeet to under.
stand the foture superstructure of a buili-
ing, and in this instance, even thonch it
ig possible that some hon. memhers did not
uuderstand all {hat was conveved by ihe
Governor in his Speech, when the Premier
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vxplained the position he showed us what
a line superstructmie was to be raised on
the skeleton frame indicated in the Speech.
Thai document is worthy of consideration
not unly by members of Parliament buot
hy the whole of the people of this State.
No one conld deny, after hearing the Pre-
mier’s speech, that there was considerabte
sphtanee in the nfteranee with which tha
(overnor opened Patliament,

Mp, Muann: In faet, it represented the
last word!

Mr., WITHERS: Naturally I expected t.
lear something about that particular hobhy
horse of mine, the Bunbury harbour works,
nnd | was rather disappointed to find mere-
Iy the sae references that have appeared
previously. In 1924 T believed it was essen-
tin] that something should be done to ex-
tend the Bunbury harbour works and ths
facilitios offering there. 1Y they were jus-
fified in 1921, T Lelieve they are dounbly
justified at the present tine, berause of the
progyvess made in the South-West. Every-
one will arree that the progress in that
part of the State daring the last few years
has been considerable, and furnishes an

indieation of wint we may expect in
the future I was pleased to note that
the member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths),

who usually has a lot to say about his
own electorate, had to turn his etften-
tion to the South-West this year in order
to make hiz speech anything like itz wsunl
lengrth. Tt is gratifving to know that those
who come from the eastern wheat belt can
appreviate the prospects confronting the sef-
tlers in the South-West. In the course of
his speech, the niember for Avon referrsd
to the growth of ¢lovers and other pasturers,
and he did not forget to mention the pests
that are prevalent in the South-West. Tnn
extent to which the red mite and the lu
cerne flea have carried their depredations
is fully acknowledged by the settlers who
have been urging the Government to carry
out demonstrations with spraying or othes
neans hy which the spread of the pests ean
he ohviated. T have a report of the Bun-
bury Harbour Board, which is perhaps not
s illuminatine as those furnished by the
board in previous years. Nevevtheless theree
are items of considerable interest to the
people emhodied in the latest report. T hava
produced tizures in this House vear in and
verr out showing the export trade from
the port of Bunhury, and T shall not inu-
fii.t (ko » firure2 on members on this on.
casion.  Probably the fioures are not so
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tavourable this time as formerty. The re-
port contains the following:—

There is nothing fresh to report regarding
the future harbour improvemcnts, and the pro-
mised report of the Engineer-in-Chief does not
seem €0 have heen presented to the Government
{or roview.

That is a seiious matter. We have beca
looking forwmrd 1o definite proposals for
the extenston of the Bunbury harbour being
furnished by the Engineer-in-Chief. If it
is not possible for the harbour to be ex-
tended and the expenditure of money in
that diveciion iz not considered justifiable,
it would he better for those concerned to
be told definitely that that is the position,
Tn those cireumstanves we conld shape our
policy accordingly.

Mr. Latham: You will have to wait until
there is a change of Government,

Mr., WITHERS: 1t hus been postponel
for years past.

Mr. Latham: But you have never had »
Country Party Government.

Mr. Chesson: And yon never will havs.

Mr. WITHERS: When Lord Forrest lef:
State polities to enter the Federal Parlia-
ment he gave the Bunbury peopl-
a hroad hint to ask for what thev
wanted and he would give it to them.
They were not game to ask for sufficient,
and they have not received anything sinee,
We have been like OQliver Twist: we have
been game to ask, but like Oliver Twist we
have been knocked back. A meeting was
convened by the Mayor of Banbury, and vas
representative of the whole of the interests
of the Sonth-West. The Chairman of the
Harbour Board was present, and he spoke
in eloquent terins expressing pleasure at
the opportunity of attending such a meeting
and eongratulating the Mavor on having
celled it. Tn a lengthy report he set ount
the position from the Harbhour Board poiat
of view, stressing the faet that unless the
residents and the tradespeople took a keener
interest in the matter, litile sympathy conld
be expected from the Government. 1 do .0t
know what more the people eould have donc.
After considerable discussion a motion wa3
tabled that all present form themsclves into
a committee. There was considerable eross-
table +all- nawd a pammitier was anpninted {0
wait on the Minister when he has an op-
portunity to visit Bunbury, We have been
told of the wonderful resonrees of the wheat
helt, and we know something of the wonder-
ful resources of the South-West from the
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point of view of fruitgrowing. From He-
ures available 1 find that about 500 M0 cases
of fruit expoited this year passed the port
of Bunbury, and were shipped from Frz-
mantle. That goes to show that the port of
Fremantle has better (acilities than we have.
Wi hear much about Fremantle, not ouly
from people who are actively interested in
that port, but from people whose interest
should be in the outports.

Mr. Sleeman: What has Fremantle done
now?

Mr, WITHERS: It has never done any-
thing, worse luck, but it seems to get what
it is not entitled to. The question of so
much fruit passing Bunbury to be shipped
at Fremantle is a serious one. On one or
two occasions shipment from Bunbury was
tried, but T am sorry to say if was nnt
suecessful. The reason why fruit is shipped
from Fremantle instead of from Bunbury
is beecause better facilities for handling the
fruit are provided at the chief seaport. In
1923 the quantity of fyuit shipped from
Bunbury was 1,700 tons; in 1924, 1,938 tons,
in 1925, 1,173 tons; in 1926, 625 tons, and
in 1927, 24 tons, while in 1928 and 1929
the quantity was nil. There must be some
reason for this. As the growers were pra-
pared to give Bunbury » trial, and it proved
unsurcessfnl on account of lack of facil-
ities, it is only fair that better Tacilitiss
should be previded in order to obviate the
longer train haulage to Fremantle. If the
zone system is satisfactory for wheat, it
thould be satisfactory for fruit.

Mr. Mann: What is the cause of the
falling off in the last three years? '

Mr. WITHERS: There has been a falling
off in the shipment of timber owing to con-
tract orders overseas having heen completed.

Mr, Mann: But you were referring to
fruit.

Mr., WITHERS: Tlhe reason why more
Pruit is not shipped from Bunbury is simplvy
because of the lack of facilities, The grow-
ors will not ship from Bunbury. Under the
conditions existing, it is better for them to
pay the extra railage to Fremantle and ship
from that port. Tf the zone system were en-
forced, trucks released from Bunbury could
make the refurn trip to Brideetown almost
in the time required to hanl them to Perth,
The Leader of the Country Party stated the
other night that he was in favour of the
4ft. 8l4in. gauge railway being eon-
structed from Kalgoorlic through certain
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areas to open up new land and to Fremantle
via Armadale. That i= the wrong attitude
for the Leader of - the Country Party to
adopt. He should be sympathétic with the
professed desire of his party to endeavour
to get t''e produce of the country shipped
trom its natural ports.

Mr. . Thomson: iMd T say otherwise!

Mr. WITHERS: No.

Mr. Thomsan : You ure imputing motives.

Mr. WITHERS: I am not.

Mr. Thomson: But you are,

" Mr. WITITERR: When the hon. member
is touring the evuntry, one would he inclinad
to believe. from his utterances that he fav-
oured the.zone system,

Mr. Latham: He advocates every terri-
tory being served by its own porl. a

Mr. WITHERS: Pui in advoeating the
construction of the 4 ft. 8% in. gauge
line from Kalgoorlie, he must €avour haul-
ing to Fremantle produce that should he
sent. to Esperance or Bunbury.

Mr. Thomson: Did 1 suggest that the Jin:
should go to Bunbury?

Mr. WITHELS: The hon, member would
provide a heller cailway service for peaple
who already have railway facilities in order
that they might ship their produce from
the prinapal porl of the Siate.

Mr. Thomson: It would be better it you
studied the law of economies and eundeav-
oured to egve money,

Mr, WITHERS: Members representing
the farming community should not favour
centralisation. The Labour Party advocate
decentralization,

Mr, Thomson: And practise otherwise.

Mr. WITHERS: The Labonr Party have
introduced decentralisation ax far as pos-
sible.

Mr. Lindsay : The Country Party have ni
bad an opportunity to put that plank of
their platform into operation. They mighbt
have an opportnnity after the next election,

Mr. WITHER®S: [f they had made a re-
quest, the Government might have adopted
that plank as well as many other planks
saild 1ol e been taken from the Country
Party platform. The Speech states that the
Busselton  drainage scheme, wndertnken {o
drain lands allotted to group setttements and
older setiled portions of the distriet, has
been rompleted al o eost of £205.000. The
Prémier remarked upan the justificetion for
that expenditure. 1f that expenditure was
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justitied—und I believe it was—other areas
are deserving of similar considerativm.
Perbaps the cost of draining other gsreas
would not be so great, but the land is as
valuable, though I would not say it is more
valuable, and it is closer to Perth. For a
gonsiderable time we have been urging the
nced for draining the area adjacent to my
electorate. 1 bave a leiter that was sent to
the Town Clerk of Bunbury from the Min.
ister for Water Supplies. It states—

With vefereuce to your letter of the 22nd
March, addressed to the Hon. Minister for
Water Supply, with regard to the South Bun-
bury cut, I am directed to inform you that two
or three trial lines bave been surveyed with a
view to diverting some of the water in the
Five-mile Brook from the Bumbwy Cut, but
these aurveys have shown that the work would
be far too costly to undertake, If money ean
he juade nvailable on the ¥stimates this year,
it in proposed to undertake a contour survey of
the aren and thoroughly explore the problem.
F am nuable at the present time to give you any
assurance that the money will he available, but
will aguin communieate with vou when the
Estimates have heen passed.

I hope that the Minister will prove his
zincerity and have sufficient influence with
the Treasuver to ensure that if the whole of
the money reqnired is not available, snffi-
vient money will be provided to allow of the
water being drained away so that the land
in question can he brought under cultivation
The Government have been very active in
providing water supplies in dry arens. Aec-
eording to the Speech and the Premier's re
marks, wonderful work has been done in the
way of providing water supplies in the
wheat areas. T heard one man sav that in
his distriet a water supply had heen pro-
vided, hut he wanted to know when it wonld
he elean. I am not aware whether he de-
sired filtersd water to be put on hi: land.
hut when the [Qovernment provide a reason-
able water supply, people should be thankfnl
tar it and shonld not find fault heeause it
happens fo he a little diseoloured at the out-
sel.  When the Estimates are considered, T
hope  the Minister will he able to
as=ure me that money has heen placed at
his dispocal for this work. We to-day are
sifferine from the resnlt of the great amount
of elearing that has bren done in the hinter-
land, in consequence of which there iz a
murh greater flow of water than there was
Eormerly. The o'd natural channels to the
ronst have hoeame hlocked nwp and some avs-
fem of drainage is necessary to overcome
the difficulty. The next item in the Speech
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about which 1 am concerned is that of main
road e¢onstruction, It is cerfainly pleasing
that so much road construction has been
varried ont and that the roads to-day are in
a much better condition, I do not say that
vy roads are all that they ought to he,
but like all undertakings in a young coun-
try, we wust be prepared to build up to some-
thing better, I believe that in the course of
& very few years the roads generally in the
State will be of such a quality that it will
be a pleasure to travel over them. The bene-
lits that have accrued from the constrmction
of roads are appreciated by the producers
und the people in the back country. They
appreciaie that transport over the good
roads now provided is a much different pro-
position than that of a few years ago when
there were no roads at all

Mr. Latham: Roads are preferable to
some of the railways.

AMr, WITHERS: 1 dv not say that, bui
people in my district ave appreciative of the
work of road construction carried out. One
individual, in disenssing the matter, referred
to the cost being charged to road boards,
and T told him that if the improved roads
were a benefit to him, he should be prepared
to pay somelhing to the road board for it.
He replied, “I would willingly do so. Where
previously I had to fravel so many miles
with my horse and Jdray over a sand traci
and only with difficulty eonld get back in
time to milk the e¢ows in the afternoon, I
can now piek my fruit in the morning, take
it to the railway station in a light car and
be back after dinper. Thus I save consider-
able time and monev.” He was most appre-
viative and was preparved to pay his bit to
finance the work. If the people are getting
-uch henefit, there should not be any great
oufery against a slight increase of road

hoard rates. T do not zay that the allotment .

of charges is equitable; T think it is rather
heavy, bnt when settlers get service, they
<honld he prepmied to contribute to its cost.
Another question that applies seviously to
the Sontli-Wes! is that of the contract sys-
tem. Quite a lot was said in the House last
veatr about the day labour system of road
vonstruetion. T'nder the contract system
transport is heing held up considerably by
the methods used in the making of roads.
T know of two cases aronnd Bunbury where
the contractor has been allowed to open up
nractieally the whole Teneth of road he was
ahont to constraet.  Alongside of the road
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was a good deal of land that was impassable
during the wet weather. For over a quarter
of a mile it was impossible in one case for
people to get along the roadside owing to
the system adopted, and that particular road
is not even now completed. The Main Roads
Board henld toke steps fo see that only a
small portion of the road is worked on at a
time, and that this is completed befora an-
other stage is tackled. In this way peoplh
will not be so zreatly inconvenienced as they
are ot present. Between the Turn-Off and
Cape! this system of working on one piees
at a time and completing it was in operation,
wueh to the advantage of travellers. People
certainly had to go off the road for a littla
way, but were then able to return to it. 1t
that poliey were cnforeed in the care of &ll
contraets, it would be of great henefit to the
South-West where so many parts of the
couniry are impassable in the winter time.
1 wish now to refer to the question of
forestry. My remarks might have been dif-
ferent if they had heen made yesterday, buk
this morning a deputation waited upon
the Premier and we now know what
his point of view is, The reply that he gave
to us this morning will doubtless be fully
reported in the Press. The Premier was
very definite in whnt he said. The matter,
however, greatly concerns the people of the
South-West. In that part of the State there
are not many people who are not in.
terested in its development along acricul-
tural lines. We do not deny the Forestry
officials their rights. @ We know that we
have to protect our timbers, hut we also
know that in the Sonth-West we have prace-
tically all the good goods, timher in.
feluded. 'We do not say we should denude
our forests for the purpose of agriculture.
In none of our deputations have we ever
sugpested such a thing. We did, however,
carry resolutions in the South-West with
the object of endeavouring to indunce the
Apgrienltural Department to make a reclassi-
fication of the lands of the South-West.
That is what we desired the Premier to
arrange this morning. We wanted him to
find out which was agricultural and which
forest land. He promised to go into the
matter and see if a reclassifieation was pos-
sible. He was very definite on the question
of forest conservation and did not mince
matters. He gave the deputfation his views,
and said he was not going to release one
anre of forest land. We do not wish him
to forezo a single acre of what is termed
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forest country. I have heen over a great
deal of the Sounth-West, not only along
the roads but across country. T know the
Sonth-West over a radius of as much as 80
miles from Bunbwy. I also know jarrah
country when T see it. Perbaps I could pot
gay how miuny loads of jarrah were eon-
tained on every acre, but I know there ave
patches in that country which could be
alienated for the purpose of agrieulture.
There was a time when we did not eare much
about that land. If this question had arisen
15 vears ago, probably there would have
been ne outery about the land being re-
served for forest purposes. To-day through
group seftlement and other things land
which was looked upon as practically use-
less is to-day considered to he some of our
best pastoral land. Excellent pastures ave
being grown upon some of that country
already. It is a pity, in view of the value
now attached to it, that some arrangement
cannot be made between the Agrienltural
and Forests Departments whereby any
genuine cases for the selection of land that
are put up can be taken on their merits.
The maiter shonld be investigated with a
view to seeing whether the land not only
carries jurrah but is capable of reproducing
jarrah, or whether it should be released for
agricultural purposes. It may he =aid that
roads eould uot be built from one farm o
another in this forest country. I have
travelled from Bunbury to Lake Muir. I
is mostly ironstone eountry along the ridges
where the jarrah grows, and there is no
difiiculty about roads ihere. One travels
through this sort of country and suddenly
comes npon a gully containing good arable
land. I have been through these forest
belts, and come upon a flonrishing farm of
300 or 400 acres which has been established
for 30 or 40 years. I conld not realise how
people had eome to select land in such a
part unless they had been lost and oblized
to make 8 home for themselves. I have seen
mast beantiful farms clepred and growirs
pastures, very mueh resembling a park
in the midst of the forest. These settlers
have never asked for roads becanse it is
not neressavy in that class of country to
build themn. T do not therefore think that
new people who may select blocks there
will require money to be spent on roads.
Quite recently a grant was made to the
Balingup Road Board trom the Federal
Aid Fuml to consiruct a road from Bal-
ingup into this very area. It is a develop-
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mental road, and is being linanced by the
State and Commonwealth 1o serve ihe
settlers concerned. That land, however, has
been reserved for forest purposes. The
road is being built to where there is no set-
tlement, and where there is not likely to be
any if this poliey is continued. If the de-
partment know that, they should stop the
construetion of the road at once, and divert
the money into some other channel where
it could be used to greater advantage. It
it no use building a road to suit the con-
venience of the Forests Department, and
it wonld he of no use as a fire-hreak. Tt is
the opinion of the Conservator of Forests
that if one small farm is allowed to spring
up in the middle of the forest and then
another, people will be apt to burn-off eare-
lessly and caunse a conflagration in the for-
est itself. 1 differ from that view. Under
present conditions of farming, men do not
want a fire-break. A few years ago it was
the custom to set fire to the bush in order
to pet a new growth of feed into which to
turn stock. To-day a farmer will put a ring
fence around his property, lay down his
pastures, and do everything possible to pro-
tect them. A good farmer takes off hi-
clover hay and preserves it for the winter.
When he does that there is very little left
to burn, but he will protect what is
there. 1f his neighbour is a true
Australian, as I think he is, he too
will protect his property in every
possible way. We do not want one acre
of land that consists of good Fforest
country. We bhave never asked the Premjer
to relense a single acre of that. I do know
kowever, there are other reasons why the
Forests Depurtment take this land in the
face. It is easier for them to say, “We are
going to reeluim all that Crown land in a
solid aren becau<e it is bounded by such
and such properties. It we cut pieces om
of it bere and there we shall have to alter
the boundaries and will get an irregularly
shaped block”  TRoundaries mean a po-
deal to the Forests Department. If we ear:
siow fo the Forests and Agrienltnral De-
partments that there is an area of lanii
that is not good forest country in the middle
of the timber areas, and that it is fit for
sariendture, and that penunine settlers ate
prepared to take it up and hmprove it and
nse it for reproductive purposes, they shonld
txke that into eonsideration with a view to
makinz it possible for settlers to take it
up. [ know from experience that when
forest rangers have been asked for a ra-
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port upon a certain bloek they have ra-
yiorted against its selection for agriculturc.
I know of one piece that contains sandy
soil. No jarrah grew upon it and theie
was not likely to be any regrowth of jar-
rab. It was covered with small timber such
a8 banksia. The ranger did not recommend
its alienation because he said it was within
the working area. There was only a small
area involved, but surrounding it was coun-
try from which timber was being cut. Ile
did not therefore want to have it leased. A
~ettler was prepared to take it up on a
ten years' lease, fence it and use it for dry
stock. It was only fit for an individual who
had another area beside it, and had not
enough country on which to run his dry
stock. This man could have utilised th.-
block to the fullest extent, but the forest
ranger would not recomnend the alienation
because it interfered with the boundarie-
nf the forest area. That policy is not fair
to the South-West. The Premier argues
thut we must have timber for posterity. We
kuow that, but it is possible that we moy
not reguire as much in the future as w2
think we shall. What with steel structures
and rcinforced conerete, not much timber
is used in Perth buildings to-day. Even
for roofing purposes steel rafters are used.
T do not know that people in other countries,
which have taken extensive quantities of our
timber for sleepers, will continue to take
it in preference to using steel sleepers, aad
it is possible we shall not have the sama
demand overseas that we used to have. I
am not prepared to argue that question at
present, however. As the Premier has
pointed out, the Sonth-West may be re.
garded through one set of spectacles and
trom one point of view. T have quoted
in this Chamber the benefits timber ha:
vendered to the State. On the Estimates
ot the year before last I quoted figure=
showing that the haulage of timber repre-
sented better business from a railway poin*
of view than the haulage of wheat. Sho!l
1 2o back on my words of two vears aro!
1t is hardly feasihle.

Hon, Sir Jamoes Mitehell : Tt would not be
the first time.

My, WITHERS: T believe I have noi
vet gone hack on my word to anvhody.

Mr, Lindsay: Last time you did net ne-
ressarily eonvinee this side of the owse
that vou were correct in your view of the
quhject.

Mr. WITHERS: I am not ont to eonvince
the other side of the House. I realise to {he
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full the great benefit timber represents to
the State to-day and wiil represent for all
time, but I realise also the benefit agri-
culture is and will be to the State. Now
I shall go on to the dairying proposition.
I have used arguments in favour of agri-
calture; hut I think I can also justify my
contentions by the report I bring here year
after year, perhaps for the purpose of
kaving something to read to the House.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: That will ail
gat into “Hansard.”

Mr. WITHERS: This is the report of
the South-West Dairy Products Ltd, nn
enterprise that is playing a wonderful part
to-day in that portion of the comntry. As
& resident of the South-West I realise that
vears ago seitlers were only stocking their
holdings with small herds of eattle. In
those days people nsed to make butter on
the farms, and disposed of it at the stores.
At that time there was not much demand
for local butter, and there were no mean;
of conveying it to the metropolitan area in
small goantities.  But with the es-
tablishment of the butter factory came

the means of enabling the farmer to
inecrease his herds, With the introdue-
tion of up-to-date farming methods

and adequate pastures for the herds, in ad-
dition to the facilities offered by the factory,
it has been pessible for the Soulh-Western
farmers to go in for cows extensively. I do
not know of a man in the South-West to-
day who can say that he has too many cows
and cannot get rid of the product. Any ono
of them can get rid of twice as much cream
to-day as he is actually producing. There is
a ready morket for it. I am not se¢ much
concerned that enormous profits should be
made; but it is pleasing to know that an
enterprise of this nature ean be run at the
present day to show a profit io the peopla
themselves, this being purely a co-operative
coneern, The principal persons to derive
henefit fron the bntter factory are the butter
producers.  After making allowance for
depreciation and replacement of obsolete
machinery, the South-West Dairy Products
show a credit halance of £16,005 "« 114, T
quote from the directors’ report.—

Your direetors propore to pay a dividend of
five per cont. on the paid-un eapital at 30th
April, 1929, and a honus of 14. per 1h. on but-
ter fnt cunplied by sharcholders doring the

same prrind, and to transfer to the reserve for
bad drbta the sum of £500,

It is nice to know that the shareholders re.
celve 5 per went. on the rapital they have in-
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vested, and on top of that 1d. per Ib. bonus.
I have not the tigures relating to individual
suppliers, but 1 know that some of them have
drawn cheques of over £1,000 from the fac-
tory in a year. The turnover for the past
year is £199,514 15s. 6d., representing an in-
crease of £54,059 15s. over the previous
year’s figures. The Busseltor factory alone
accounts for £23,858 154, 1d. of thai amount.
i again quote from the direetors’ report—
That is a wonderful achicvement, and fully
justifies the Jecision of your directors to pur-
chase this faetory and equip it with up-to-date
wmachinery.
The purchases of eream at the two factories
amounted to 4,045,150 1bs., representing
1,805 tons, for which the company paid
£148,071 ds. 34, They manufactured
2,247,577 lbs. of commercial butter, equal to
1,003 tons & dwt. This involved the handling
of 102,973 cans. Let hon. members consider
the handling of those cans and where they
are handled. Most of them are handled on
the railways of the State, and produce con-
siderable revenune. Then let hon. members
take into consideration the quantity of super-
phosphate and other farming essentials car-
ried over the railways by reason of the pro-
gress of the butter industry in the South-
West. The subject is worthy of considera-
tion from every aspect. We know that West-
ern Australia, ever since it was a colony, bas
not been able to supply the local demand for
butter. It is stated by the directors of the
factory that even with the present rate of
progress—and greater progress is hopad
for—they will be uble within the next few
years {v supply not only the locai demand
but to have sume butier availuble for ex-
port. That will be a swonderful result, and
will be produetive of enormous benefit to tho
State. A pleasing fealure ol the report is
that the past year is the first one in the
company’s history when it has not been
pecessary (o import butler from the Eastern
States lo earry over the lean peried. Ar-
rangements are being made tor the storags
of some of the south-western butter in the
metfropolitan area to assist in the carryover.
That will involve a fair amount of expendi-
ture, but it will be fully justified if the need
for importing butler from the Eastern States
is obviated. The factories are being enlarged,
and eventually this enterprise will be the
univerzal dairy prodncts enterprise of ihe
South-West. An up-to-date factory has heca
erecled at Harvey, and the Busselton fae-
tory is showing most satisfactory progresa.
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The directors are contemplating the estab-
lishment of factories at Boyanup and
other points in the South-West. 1f
merely the present rate of progress cown-
tinues, the sons of the south-western farmers,
and of south-western residents generally,
will have to look somewhere for employment.
I have no hesitation in declaring that dairy
farming is oene of the most popular of in-
dustries. I bear in mind that some years
ago dairying was considered a terrible thing.
Girls used to say, “If my husband ever buys
a eow, God help him! I never want to see
8 cow agnin,” And the boys held opinions
of a corresponding character. But to-day
things are very different.

Mr. Latham: One still has o milk seven
days a week and fwice every day.

Mr. WITHERS: There are various con-
ditions of which the south-western dairy
farmer is able to take advantage, Not many
of the dairy farmers there are without motor
cars of their own. They can run into town
15 or 20 miles to shop, get back home in time
to milk, and then return to town to attend
a picture show or a concert. That was not
possible formerly with the old means of
transport. In eompany with the Minister
for Agriculture I had the pleasure, at the
beginning of the year, of inspecting a farm
in a remote corner of my electorate, a farm
milking 74 eows. I asked the young fellow
on the place how long it took him to milk
the ecows. His reply was, “Two of ns two
hours, from the time we yard the cows until
the milk is separafed and everything is
cleaned up.” Compare that performance i
milking 74 cows with the time the same work
would have occnpied even a few years ago.
Nowadays, with modern conveniences, if the
farmer is sufficiently prosperous to acquire
them—-and most of the dairy farmers are—
dairying i« not the drudgery it used to be.
We must give the farmers credit for the
spirit that bas raised them lo their present
position. We hope their position will im-
prove still further, se that they may have
time to enjoy the results of their labour and
the comforis of life. There are one or two
other subjects I should like to tonech on.
The Governor’s Speech mentions a Bill for
the redistribution of Couneil seats. In that
connection [ would suggest thai during this
session of Parliament the question of the
longevity, or the lengthening of the life, of
Parliament be taken into consideration. If
we go in for reforms, let us go in for them
whole-heartedly. We have had a redistribn-
tion of seats for the purpose of putting our
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House in order. When the Couneil has simi-
larly been put in order, the question of the
longer life of Parliament mighi be taken up,
at any rate by whichever party happens to
be returned to power. Most experienced
members of Parliament know that Govern-
menis do not get much of a chance in three
NERrs,

H{on. Sir James Mitchell: They can do s
lot of harm in three years.

Mr, WITHERS: TPossibly by merely
mitiating things which eventually turn out
to be good. The harm, or apparent harm,
i5 due to Governments having & term of enly
three years. I desive to sce the life of Par-
liament extended.

Hon. G Taylor: Why did you not do it
after the last election?

Mr. WITHERS : Youth will not often
consider old age. It might not do to
lengthen the life of Parliament for some
who would not have the opportunity of see-
ing that life ant.

Hon. G. Taylor: Let us extend the life of
the present Parliament,

Mr. WITHERS: A good idea, but I fear
it would not be aeceptable to——

Mr. Wilson: Yes, it would.

Mr. WITHERS: 1 think it would be
aeceptable to this side of the House and also
to the Country Party, who are guite satis-
Hed with the present Government’s legisla-
tion. We are the only party putting their
poliey into effect,

Mr. Panton: And they have no responsi-
bility regarding it.

Mr. WITHERS: That is so. We shonld
seriously take into consideration the exten-
sion of the life of Parliament. There will
he new members here next session, and I say
it is not fair to whatever Government may
be in power to have to go back to the coun-
try again so quickly. We have put our
house in order, and we can carry on, but in
the event of our party not coming back to
power it would be very hard indeed to have
the present Opposition endeavouring to undo
the good work this party has done for the
State sand the people.

Hoen, Sir James Mitchell : Half the people
are ont of work.

Mr. WITHERS: As 1 say, I should like
to see the Government take into considera-
tion the extension of the life of Parliament.
Now I wish to say a word ebout some of our
railways which are likely to be in a serious
condition through the forestry position.
That position will have a prejudicial effect
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upen the construction of South-West rail-
ways already authorised. The Manjimup-
Mt. Barker railway, or the purpose for
which it was introduced, is not likely now
to be achieved, because of the fact that a
large part of the arca to be served has been
shsorbed by the Forests Department. And
if we cannot get that line constructed theve
will not be much hope of developing that
area. Then we have the all-imporiant
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway. It is
raally important to me to see this work ear-
ried out, becanse of the enormous benefit it
will be to the South-West, not Bunbury
alone. My ideas, I hope, go farther than
Bunbury when we are considering develop-
ment, and T want to see this railway con-
structed. When the Minister for Works
moved in this House the seecond reading of
the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook Railway Bill,
he showed that there was in that district &
considerable area of cultivable agricultural
land waiting to be developed. That also was
the adviece of the advisory bosrd, whe hrd
been through the area and examined it.
All authoritative reports were in favour of
the construction of the railway, and the
Minister’s remarks eonfirmed those reports
from a developmental point of view., But
there 1= & eonsiderable area of that country,
at the Boyup iroek end, that will now be
affectel by the fores! veservation, The pro-
posel raiiway T am moest eoncerned about is
that from Collie to Bunbwy via Wellington
mills. T have =poker upon this in the House
on previous oceasions. The time is fast ap-
proaching when the present railway system
will not he able ¢ carry lhe produce from
that district.  As showing the enormous
amount of (rade, T may say that something
like 57.129 ions of wheat were shipped from
Bunbury {his year, and the principal part of
it came alongz the Collie-Narrogin railway.
It means thot we must liave the proposel
line, or alternutively go in for exiensive
alterations ut Collie ane nt Brunswiek. the
regrading ol the Collis hue, and othar ex-
pensive improvements to overcome the con-
gestion that will certainly take place in the
near Yuture. That i3 worthy of serious con-
sidcration, and 1 hope that when the time
comes for the Railway Department to cou-
mider the position from an administrative
noint of view for the purpose of effectively
lia~dimg the emorwmons amrunt of produee
that will travel over those lines, the depart-
ment will take seriously into eonsideration
the coustruetion of this proposed line from
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Collie to Bunbury. I do not nced to stress
that question any further, for I know the
Railway Department to-day sre making in-
quiries about it on acount of efforts I have
put forth. I have liad the Minister for Rail-
ways down there, and he has viewed the
position, but of course he does not yet tnow
whether or not the thing is justifiable from
bis official point of view. I have done my
utmost to bring about the construction of
that line. The seftlers in that area realise
it is not for those already settled there, he-
canse they are fairly close to the Dardanup-
Donnybrook railway, but that it is for the
purpose of serving that very considerable
mea of land extending from Wellington
Mill; tc Collie. Given a railway, there is
in th.at distriet an immense area w!ore it
would be possible to establish those dairy
farms and orchards that do so well in the
Sonth-West. Last night there was raised
here the subject of the danger of railway
erossings. We have had experience of that
at Bunbury at what we know as the Stirling-
street erossing.

Mr. Thomson: If you run into a train ai
& erosing, vou are fined.

Mr, WITHERS: That is :o. A man sn
a bievele ran into a train at the Stirling-
Btrert crossing one day, and was fined for
having ‘hus eommitted an offence The dan-
ger arising at these level creseings renders
the question a very urgort ona. A Pertnigy
or three weeks ago we had another serious
aeculent at the Stirling-~1-eel erossing, when
a motor truck carrying- sleepers was run
into by a shunting engine.

Mr, Lindsay: Has the molorist been fined?

Mr. WITHERS: He is not yet ount of
hospital, and 1 understand it is net cus-
tomary to fine a man while he is still in the
doctor’s hands. I spoke to the Railway De-
paritment about these dangerous erossings a
long time ago, but the ex-Commissioner of
Railwayxs said it was not the responsibility
of the Railway Depaviment to look out for
people using Lhe cio-eg, ial 1 was the
tesponsibility of the people thewszelves to
look out for the train anl med it. He re-
raarked that thure had been 1y serious acei-
dent at the Stirling-street erossing, and 1
reminded him that there had been one or
two very close shaves. However, since then
there have been several serions accidents,
and seven aceidents in all. It shows the
danger there is at that point, and, as I see
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it, we do not want Lo walt until more sevions
aecillents happen there in consequence of in-
erwased traftic, both by read and railway. |
had intended to deal ag length with the gue~-
tion of the inflax of nigrunis, but the wem.
her Tor East Perth (Mr. Kenneally) referred
lo 1t extensively last night., However, it
seemted to me he overlooked one point re-
lating to the Sounthern Europeans. My at-
tention has been drawn {o the fact that we
are getting no revenue whatever from those
people, numbering in all something over
7,000. That is because they manage to hide
their tracks, and the Taxation people cannot
find them. If those Southern Europeans
were Britishers, at least we would be able to
trace them, whereas to-day we have no offi-
cial iden of their whereahouts in the State.
It has even heen suggested that the Govern-
men should bring down a Bill to levy a per-
centage of their incoue through the employ-
ers. I do not know whether that would be
practicable, but it goes to show how serious
is the position when we have that number of
people in the State, of whom 98 per cent. ave
not paying taxes of any sort, Surely that
is worth the coensiderstion of the Govern-
went. The member for Swan (Mr. Samp-
son), speaking of his travels abroad, has
sgid on uwre than one occasion that waer-
ever one goes overseas people refer to Auvs-
tralia as a land of strikes.

Mr. Sampson: Yes, it is very unfortunate.

Mr. WITHERS: It is most unfortunate
that sneh an idea should be perpetuated by
A ustralians,

The Minister for Miunes: The member for
Swan talks about it at every opportunity.

Mr. WITHERS : It is bad poliey to pub-
lish such a thing to the prejudice of the
country. [§ shows a sad lack of patriofism.

Mr. Sampson: Unfortunately the idea is
+idespread throughout the world.

My WITHERS: When last I lbeard the
hon, snember on the subject, it reminded me
of ~cmething [ saw in the paper recently.
Mr. Bruce, referring to Mr. Binnie’s state-
meut regarding the finances, is reported as
lollows :—

Mr. Broce added that he regretted that Mr,
Binnie had denounced in such sweeping terms
the manner in which the public finance and ad-
ministration of the Commonwealth and all the
Btates were conducted. The interests of Aus-
tralia would be better served if those in posi-
tions of authority in industry, commeree and
finance would help by co-aperation and con-
structive eriticism, instead of indulging in
bitter denunciation. Mr. Binnmie’s statements
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wore ingecurate awd wmisleading, and might do
Australia harm,

Do not these viher statements, such as that
o Lrequently repeated by the wember for
swap, do Australin harm? We have had
other members come back and say that the
Sruitgrowers in Western Australia  have
tailed to do certain things.

Mr. Sampson: Unfortunately we huve a
very bad reputation regarding strikes.

My, WITIIERS: Tt is always noticeable
that in a small community everybody seems
w know everybody else’s business. In a
hig place, such as Ameriea, they could have
one strike per day and it would seem 0
msiguiticant 2s not to be worth while talk-
iug about; but because oceasionally in Aus-
tralin we have a strike on the waterfront,
it is broadeast throughout the world.

Mr. Thumson: Because the strikers hold
up the ships.

Mr. Sampson: While 1 was away theve
was no strike, but soon after my return
the ships were held up again.

Mr. WITHERS: If the hon. member
were to be taken through a chocolate fae-
tory, he would not be shown the rubbish
heap. We cannot let all those statements
go without refuting them,

Hon, G, Taylor: You mmust recognise that
the whole of the transport trade becomoes
paralysed when there is a wharf strike in
any part of Ausiralie, and that sueh a
strike in Ameriea would hardly affect that
country.

Mr. Sampson: Unfortunately our re-
putation is ton well established in regard
to sirikes,

Mr. WITHERS: Another statement made
by the member for Swan was that trading
by the State was bad for the State, 1 do
not know how the hon. member arrived at
that view or how the primary producers
will regard the suhject atter T have refer-
red to a matter that concerns them. The
State Sawmills have been a wonderful ad-
junect to the fruitgrowing industry.

Mr. Sampson: Tt is a well-conduneted in-
dustry too.

Mr., WITHERS: The State Sawmills
to-day have orders for the eoming season,
and it is a trading comcern that iz able to
supply the whole of the orders rereived.
Tast vear the ontput of froit eases
from the State Sawmills was in the neigh-
honrbond of 200,000, The =eason just elosed
was responsible for a mueh greater demand.

nol vuly on acevunt of the record crop, bul
because of the quality of the cases turned
out.  The tumber actually made was
415,000,

Mr. C. P. Wansbroogh: \What was used,
Jarrah or kayri!?

Mr. WITHERS: Karri, and they were
dressed cases, a really finished article, [
saw some of them myself and they were 2
good job. These cases were turned out at
the State Sawmills for 8s, 9d. a dozen. Tha-.
too, ix the prices of cases in the rou-h
turned out at other mills. In this morning’s
paper Mr. Wickens announced that the
Commonwenlth were going to enforce the
law in respeet to dressed eases, but that the
enforcement would not take place for 12
months, This will mean that in the futmroe
it will he possible to nse only dressed cases.
All millers will now be able to put in a
plant and prepare to make dressed cases.
T would like all members opposite inte:-
ested in this matter to understand that if
the State Sawmills had not been in exisi-
ence fruit growers would not have bnren
getting even rough cases at Bs. 9d. a dozey,
let alone the dressed cases at that price,

Mr. Latham: You are just like the chap
who tells you, the day after the race ia
over, of the winner that he could have given
you,

Mr. WITHERS: We know that jarrah
cannot be bought cheaper at the State Saw.
mills than anywhere else.

Mr. Thomson : Rubbich; they are part and
pareel of the combine.

Mr. Latham: The Stafe Sawmills charge
the same prices 8s other mills,

Mr. WITHERS: Members of the
Country Party do not understand what
I am talking about; they do not know when
good service is being rendered. I know
alse that my remarks are not suffieiently
illuminating for them to realise that
they are receiving benefits by the Labour
Government being in power. This party
has ofien been chided for being at the
mercy of Cauncus. We have a platform and
if we did not support it we would not be
carrying out our job. But we are honest
when we go before the electors and
tell them that we are the Labour Party aad
that we have a policy to put before the
people, on which policy we ask them ic
return ws. When the Country Party go be-
fore the people, they bhegin by formirg
branches of the P.P.A,
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Mr, Latham: Go steadily now.

Mr. WITHERS: What we are told is
that the P.P.A. branches are moun-politieai.

Mr, Panton: Except when they wanmt i
ele-t a candidate.

Mr. WITHERS: They go wround dis-
tricts accompanied by an organiser and urge
the appointment of & braneh of the P.P.\.
the benetit of the

for, as they say,
district. 1 do not blame them; I
would do the same, but I would st

be & Labour man if I became associuted with
the P.P.A. Members opposite form branches
and then say they are non-political. But
the Country Party emanates from those
branches. Why cannot they be honest and
have one thing or the other? We on this
side have also been aceused of being mem-
berz of the Commonist party. We are
nothing of the sort.

Mr. Latham: Nobody ever said yon wer~
members of the Communist party.

Mr. WITHERS : Why do members op-
posite go about the country organising
branches? Ostensibly for the purpose of
benefiting the farmer and then telling those
who join np that they have every right as
members of the Primary Producers’ Assoria-
tion to have politien] views of their own
Later we find that a branch ot the organisa-
tion calls for nominations from those willing
to contest seat=. When a question is asked,
perhaps at another branch, whether it is a
political vrganisation, one member may say
“pe” and somebady else will get np at the
meeting anid declare, “Then why is such and
such a branch calling for nominations for
eandidates?”

Mr. Latham : If they destre to do =0, ther:
i= nothing to stop them.

Mr. WITHERS: That is a question thal
has to he answered.

Hon. (3. Taylor: Then give nofice of it.

Mr, WITH®RS: If anything of that kind
is to be done let it he done in & straight-
forward way.

Mr. Thomson:
I’arty in Bunbury,

Mr. WITHERS: If it is only the Coun-
try Party that iz to oppose me, I think I
ean proceed straight away to write my own
ticket.

Mr. Sampsen: Tell us the story of your
Caucns.

Mr. WITHERS: T would prefer to read
something from the “West Australian” re-
garding the negotiations that have been

You fear the Country
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curriedl un Detween the Upposilion parties.
This fo wuat tiwe pavigrapd sdys -

Nogotigiions ate stih proveciing betweou ti
aabiveinst 1401y and The Cowutry Party witk
4 view to cementing their friendly relations and
evelving a basis upon which they may present a
wnited rront at the general election next March.
tlepreseutatives of the Purliamentary gections
have met, but have uot yet completed any agree-
munt, aud representutives of the supporting
orgunisations met during the week at a confer-
ehee to which the Parlinmentarians were not ad-
mitted,

1t is mwnderstood thut an endeavour is being
made to franme u policy that would be satisfae-
tory to both parties. Although it is not known
what planks are being considered for inclusion
in the proposed common policy, the agenda for
the Primury Producers’ Conference indicates
that no platform is lLikely to he acceptable to
the Country DParty that does not provide for
economy il administration, the reduction of tax-
ation, inereased production and lower eosts of
production, .Assuming that a common poliey is
ugreed upon, the (ountry Party will still be
hound by its constitution to remain a separate
entity, and to go before the electors under its
own leader, snd any arrangement entered into
for co-operating with the other Opposition party
will be subject to appreval by the Primary Pro-
ducera’ Conference, which will commence on
August 13,

Mr, Lindsay: What i= wrong with that?

Mr. WITHERR: What 1 have read i~
more hinding than anything T have ever had
put on e during the whole period T hav-
heen ssociated with the Labour Party., T
do not know whether or not members oppn-
site are taking some planks from our plat-
Form, hat they wive n¢ eredit for putting
into operation some of the things that thev
have done. Tn this morning’s paper there 1~
it veport ol the manner e which a selection
ballot is vonducted.

Hon. G. Taylor: By whom?

Mr. WITHERS: 1 am not going to read
it, but it is in this morning’s paper and
members opposile eon read it for themselves

Mr. Thomson: You ought to read it.

Mr, WITHERS: No, I bave spoken for
about an hour and a half and I am glad to
be ahle to say T have not read very much.
In that respect T enn say that I have not
eopied anything from the Country Party.
whose members, when they speak, make ex-
tensive uz=e of secissors and paste and read
elippings by the vard. That seems to be the
policy of the Country Party,

Mr. Latham: You are not very generous.

Mr. WITHERS: I cnnnot afford to be
generous on questions of this deseription.
but I do contend that T am just. If I have
kept the House going longer than I intended,
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I hope members will forgive me. 1If L am
returned at the next elections, it will be my
geventl attempt on the Address-in-reply to
get my requests attended to; bt whether {
am returned or nof, I sincerely hope the
Government will vive serious consideration
to the matters that I have brought under
notire to-ttay, attention to which will be for
the well-being, not only of the South-West,
but the whole of the State,

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narogin) [6.0]:
A friend has suggested to me that I might
occupy a little time in replying to the pre-
vions speaker’s remarks ahout the Country
Pavty. T might have done go if T had been
able to determine exactly what the hon.
member desired to convey.

Mr. Withers: You must be pretty dull.

Mr. DONEY: In common with pretty
well all members, I suppose, I examined the
Governor’s Speerh closely, with the object
of discovering therein something inspira-
tional. However, I was disappointed; no-
thing was there. Neither did I find, nor for
that matter did I expect to find, when the
Speech assessed the agrieultural advance-
ment of the State, any recogmition of the
good work done towards this end by the
farmers themselves through their various
organisations. For some sirange reason
there is always a reluctance to attribute any
of the numerous improvements in agrieul-
tural conditions and services to the body
responsible for a grest many of them,
namely the conference of farmers whe year
after year meet in Perth and by their in-
sistent work contrive, generally indirectly,
to have a good deal of legislation amended
to meet their practical needs,

Mr. Panton: That is our complaint as
trade unionists, too. None of us get any
credit.

Mr. DOKEY : As the baby member of the
House—a distinetion of which I do not think
any olher member will be anxious to de-
prive me—] feel some diffidence about
criticising the Government’s account of their
stewardship as disclosed by the Speech, par-
tienlarly as, while sitting here, I have
noticed that Ministers whose departments
are attacked have a habit of not only de-
fending themselves but of counter-aitack-
ing, carrying the war, as it were, into the
enemy's country. I shall not follow the
customary line and ecriticise the financial
position of the State. Not that there is
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nothing to eriticise: God forbid that I
should utter a lie of that magnitude. The
point is I am not yet so stupid—or I hope
not—as to attempt a task for which I am
ill-equipped by reason of my inexperience.
At the same time I cannot help observing
that no attack, apology or explanation will,
in my opinion, coax members to believe that,
to quote the Speech, “the finances of the
State are in every respect salisfactury.®
Surely a deficit cannot be regarded as &
satisfortory result of half a dozen sue-
vessive good seaxons. Buch a state-
nient appears to me an affront to the
meanest intelligence. However, I shall re-
frain from labouring that point, especially
as, perhaps fortunately for me, it has al-
ready been ably and effectively disposed of.
I desire to come strnight away to the ques-
tion wppermost in my mind, and say a few
words, but very earmest words, regarding
the provision of a new hospital at Narro-
uvin. Narrogin is a progressive town, as I
daresay the House has heard scores of times.
It is likewise a clean town, and quits preo-
perly is proud of its cleanliness, It is a
town that deserves support and encourage-
ment from the Government of the day. Its
municipal body teaches the residents a high
regard for bygienic methods. Yet, despite
all those factors, Narrogin, strange to say,
has the regrettable distinetion of containing
within its boundaries just about the oldest
und surely the sorriest-looking, worst-
equipped, most eramped and most ineffec-
tively-ventilated hospital in Western Aus-
tralia. 1 have often heard the institution
deseribed-—and in my opinton guite eor-
rectly—as a real blackfellows’ hospital., If
i admitted that no hospital, or so-called
hospital, coming within the jurisdiction of
the Health Department is anything like an
insanitary or ill-favoured as this unfortun-
ate mstitution. By a strange contrast, Nar-
rogin hospital, besides a highly efficient
unrsing staff, has two medical officers of
unusually high merit, one of them a physi-
cian and surgeon whose reputation is State-
wide. Yt has been my unfortunate lot to
have both a wide and a close expericnece of
hospitals in various parts of the world,
some of those hcspitals being in isolatéd
spofs; but never before have I seen a hos-
pital comparable with the one under re-
view in respect of general unsuitable-
4es8 for the task that it is coumrageous
enough to tackle. An hon. member of an-
other place, whose connection with Wil-
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liams-Narrogin is just about as close as my
own, was an immafe of the institution; awi
I have nut heard, at least for many years, a
wore seathing or more bitter indictment of
hospital equipment and aceorunodation thau
tell from the lips of the hon. member in
question upon hiz discharge from the Nar-
rogin hospital. He was s very angry man
indeed, and justifiably so. I may add that
local pevple regard their hospital as a sean-
dal, and that I share their view.

The Minister for Lands: Is the bospital
run by a committee?

Mr. DUNEY: No.

The Minister for Healtt : [t is run by th~
Government, and the local authority will not
do its part, )

Mr. DONEY: PFortunately I am able io
come to another and s brighter phase of the
question, Arrangements are, 1 amn relieveld
to say, in course of heing made to provide
Narrogin with a new hospital, and the An-
pual Estimates will, I understand, contain
the necessary item. The Minister for Health
and the Sceretary to the Medieal Departmeni
are heartily sympathetic towards the projeect,
snd are also in ~ceord with the local desire
to have the foundation stone of the new hos-
pital laid in October next. If precautions
are taken, as I presume they will be, o treut
proposed works on their merits, 1 feel sure
that when items of questionable urgency are
being deleted, this partienier item will be re-
tained. The Narrogin hospital caters for a
wide aren indeed, Eastward its operations
extend to arlgarin and into the newer
wheat arcas, and 70 per eent. of the patients
come from outlying distriets. One of the
functions of government is the care of the
henlth of ecitizens, and speeial consideration
should be given to those isolated farming and
mining &reas the ocenpants of which are pos-
sibly more subject to disease and aceident
than we are. Surely they bave a right cf
acress, aud quick ascess too, to modern medi-
eal treatment, just as we have, Nothing or.
uate is desired, but simply a building roomy,
clean, and modernly equipped. I am not im-
puting any blame in this conpeetion to the
present Minister for Health. On the cou-
trary, T am happy indeed to seize this op-
portunity of complimenting the hon. gentle-
man upon his quite unusual energy and en-
thusiasm, which have exhibited themselves
in the establishment of hospitals, baby elin-
ies, and bealth centres in various eountry
districts, thus ensuring far better treatment
than ever hefore was available for country
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mothers and habies.  But here is a little
warning that | may be permitted to offer.
The Narrogin people are just now worked
up to a high piteh of euthusiasm over the
livspital question. Al profits from local
efforts are goine towards the fund for hos-
pital equipment. The town and the distriet
are prepared fo shoulder thetr share of the
finaneial burden that is going to be imposed.
Bul this is the point. The Lewmper of the
people is such as to make it ardvisable to
warn the Governinent that if the matter is
delayed beyond the year, it would not be sur-
prising to find one fine morning, or perhaps
I had better say vne sad morning, that Min
isters had been murdered in their beds.

The Minister for Railways: Red revolu-
lon!

Mr. DONEY: 1 suppose the most engag-
ing and most important scheme upon the
evonomic herizon at this juneture is the at-
temypt to settie 3,600 farmers or thereabouls
upon 3,500 farms. That is a hig scheme
and a bold scheme. Personally, I like
~chemes that are Lig and bold. I think this
scheme is likely to suneceed, as it is bound to
have the ablest assistance that all sides of
the House can possibly render. One of the
factors which will contribute to the success
of the seheme is that modern methods, pro-
perly applied, enable us to grow wheat pay-
ably on a rainfall of nine or fen inches.
Hecause of this and other faetors, I believe
the schane will sueceed, with the proviso,
however, that applicants are subjected to a
1 uore rigorous lest than customary, and
that only 1hose men why are strong and pos-
sess plenty of grit and experience shall be
pernilted to settle Tn my opinion, the
man is alwayvs the governing factor. The
Iand, undoubtedly, is of consequence,
bui not nearly of so muech econse-
sueitce as the man.  Quite a number of
people hold the view that the 3,500 farms
scheme is in the nature of a new departure
Not at all, to my wind. Tt represents quile
a normal way of development. Tn point of
fact it was foreed on us hy the somewhat
tardy and unsatisfactory manner of develop-
went in other directions. Sowe such scheme
was, indeed, desirable or even essential if
production was to maintain the necessary
incrense, the increase that we have been led
to expeet vear by vear. I am led to remark
at this point that nowadays we seem to for-
get the wonderful land settlement vision of
the Leader of the Opposition, which given
practiea]l effect to by him formed the firm
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basis on which our present day reputation
as a grain State was founded. It is only a
repetition of the methods of the member for
Northam that is being applied now.

Sitrivg suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

My, DONEY: At the tea adjournment, I
was engaged in the rather unusual oceupa-
tion of ‘paying a compliment to the Leader
of the Opposition. I was pointing out that
in these days we are somewhat foo prone to
forget his wonderful land settlement achieve-
ments of earlier days. His work then led
up to our present-day successes in wheat
prodaction, I would say that the 3,500
farms scheme is the natural re-applieation
of the OQpposition Leader's methods of
earlier days. I will give the Government
credit for the precautionary measures they
are taking. They could quite easily have
blundered hastily along placing men, in the
full flush of their firet enthusiasm, on hold-
ings, only to see their efforts end in tragedy,
To have pursned that course would have
been unutterable stupidity, partienlarly in
view of our pxperience in other parts of the
State. Obviously this is the time to make
our preparations and investigations. My
only word of caution in respect to this
scheme is to snggest that we should eo-
ordinate the work of the Lands Department
and that of the Agrieultural Bank in the
early stages of development. We should let
the new gettler know straight away precisely
what measure of financial assistance he ean
expect from the Agrieultoral Bank. Do not
let us be so stupid as to provide materials
for endless fights, disappointments and de-
lays in the future, by having not only sur-
veyor's classifications, but Agrieultural Bank
elussifications as well. I imagine we should
not have our eves so firmly fixed on the east-
ern horizon as to make us lose sight of our
requirements nearer home. As we direct our
attention towards the eastern parts, we
hardly seem io give a moment's consideration
to bringing into fuller use, by legislative
means and otherwise, the unused eultivable
land nearer home, within or about the 20-
inch rainfall belt. We give little considera-
tion nowadays fo the use of improved
methods. It mnost be patent to every hon.
member that there is room there for ample
legislative activity along these lines, because
improved methods are cheaper and yield far
superior results than those that can be ob-
tained by a mere increase in the area under
crop. Nor do we hear wuch nowadays about
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the need for fallowing our light land. For
the encouragement of anyone intending to,
take up farming in the light land areas, I
would mention an instance that has been’
brought under my notice of operations car-
ried out mear Ejanding. I understand a
farmer and his four sons took up 25,000
acres of land, praetically the whole of it
being serub c¢ountry. There are 7,400 acres
cleared already and this year, I am told,
they have 3,000 acres under erop. Fallow-
ing is now being done with the aid of three
tractors, The yields of wheat and oats havé
Deen consistently good each year. I under-
stand that last year 10,000 bags of wheat
were taken to market. To my mind that is
a wonderfol achievement. The Agricultural
Bank regard this farmer as being finaneially’
successful. If the bank is willing to concede
that faet, we may depend upon it that the
description i perfectly accurate! The bank
offieials are too cautious and shrewd to con-.
cede success to any farming operations un-
less it ts fully deserved. The point 1 want
to make is this: Where this man has led,
hundreds of others may reasonably be ex-
pected to follow, provided they have the
knowledge necessary to enable them to seleet
the right type of scrub land. I take it that
there is more of that land available than is
comprised in the holding I have referred to.

Mr, Lindsay: Not in that district; it has
all been taken up.

Mr., DONEY: Then it may be assumed
that there is a good deal more of ithat class
of land in other parts of the State, Like
everyone else, I am considerably concerned
abont soldier settlement in Western Austra-’
lia. The payments from the Commonwealth
grant no doubt did a great deal of good, but-
the incidence of the payments was neverthe-
less frequently harsh and inequitable and the-
problems in connection with that scheme,
though to a lesser degree, of course, still:
exist. I recently perused the findings of
Judge Pike, who was appointed a Royal:
Commissioner to investizate soldier settle-
ment matters. No doubt hon. mem-
bers bhave read his recommendations. As
they coincide exactly with my views, it will
be gathered that they have iny warmest com-
mendation. Tt struck me that if we had a.
return showing the holdings repossessed in
Western Australia, we would be amazed.
The reasons for the repossession of soldiers’
farms come under the following headings:—-
(1)The wrong man; (2) too poor a furu:
{3} over capitalisation; (4) ill bealth, .:nd
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{5) oue that wa seldom bear mentioned pub-
licly—political interfrrence with Agrieul-
tyral Bauk decisions. 1 cousider that only
sound and experienced men should be al-
lowed to vemain on their holdingz. [t has
been my cxperience that soldiers who Lave
tieen gassed, shell-shocked or have suffer.d
other war disabilities, are but now, by rea-
son of rough living, giving evidence of thuse
disabilities. All such soldiers, I conmder,
shonld be taken from their holdings, as
Judge Pike suggests, and placed in some more
cougenial ocenpation. I know a number of
men who were strong, bul are now hecoring
weaklings physieally, and in one or two in-
gbances, I regret to say, mentally as well.
The day is no longer with us, if it ever way
with ns, when any fool can be a farmer. In
these days of high tariil. high freights, high
taxation, iuflated wages, inereased cost of
living, and increased eosts of agriealtural
commodifies, it takes a man of pronnunced
ability and shrewdness, as well as of great
knowledge of the industry, to make a sue-
cess of his undertaking year by year. T am,
of course, referring to the man who has to
find interest annually on the full capital
value of his Jand. His outlook, as I see it,
is seldom a promising one. Tt scems to me
that such a man lives constantly in an atmos-
phere of nneertainty, dogged by interest
charge=. hills of sale, instalments, store bills,
ete, There are one or two directions in which
we gan assist. We can lelp him in respert
of taxation and freights, which are under
our contral.: As to the tariff, it should at
least be possible for us to cultivate some sort
of tariff-sense in this Btate which, by and by,
may reasonably be expecied to bave some
Federal vezult. T am not gainsaying the fact
that in Western Australia we have luree
areas of land that provide ample scope for
men with =mall espital, but T wonld never
settle such men on improved farms near.r
home. Sinve 1 have been in this House, T
have been convinced that there is only one
big job hefore us, although there are x num-
ber of little ones as well. The one big job
is to lower the cost of production. I do
not know if it will ever be possible to get
members ta think agrienltorally, I am rather
doubtfn! ahont it. There is no doubt in my
mind that in Western Australia we have to
atand or fa!l on our wheat and wool. T£
wheat and wool are down, the whole State
tightens ita belt. Tt may be said that from
the Governor down to the meanest stroggler
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for existenee in our midst, we are all, in a
sense, agrieultural labourers in one depart-
ment or another. The railway man works in
the transport department of agricultural de-
velopment, and everyone else, according to
hix voeation, talls into his separate depart-
ment it the sunie entegory. I know that the
fariner vepresents the pivot point of our ex-
istence in ihis State, and his problems shoull
be amongst the Government’s chief concerns,
Like others, 1 am seeking for umity in out-
look regarding our primary industries. It
has always struck e that there is very little
unity in this House. We have our various
outlooks, that of the South-West, of the city,
of the Norvth, the industrial outlook, and
that which concerns itself with the primary
industries, No one of these viewpoints dis-
closes mueh tolerance for any of the other
points of view, In time, we may evolve a
party with a purely State outlook. Quite
possibly it is not difficult to wnderstand that
the party I am looking for is the Country
Party. 1 do know that recenily the Couniry
Party has so broadened its constitutional
basis as to inelude the intevest of every de-
partment of Western Aunstralian activity.

My, Lambert: Aud inelude all candidates
for Parliament.

Mr. Lindsay: Your party allows only one
wandidate to stand.

Mr. Lambert: No, two-—unfortunately for
me.

Mr. THONEY: I come now to the opera-
tions of the Agrienltural Bank. As a gen-
eral rule these do not need to he interfered
with, but there is one direction where a
change is imperative, T have never heen able
to nuderstand why the Agricultural Bagk in-
sists npon au fresh mortgage being regis-
tered for each fresh Inan which it is at-
temped to raise. I know of farms carry-
ing 0s many as 10 separale morigages. I
ennld never see any reason why there should
e more than one, T know, of course, that
the Land Titles Department, and ultimately
Consolidated Hevenue reap a fine harvest
froin the existing system. I also know that,
after all, this is only another form of agri-
cultural taxation, and that it is altogether
1R0eCEsFATY.

Mr. Lindsay: How do the other banks do?

Mr. DONEY: T understand they take out
a mortgage for the full amount the farmer
is likely to reqguire.

Mr. Lindsay: Then why canuot the Agri-
cultural Bank do the same?



"Mr. DONEY: That is my own view. We
all know that mortgages are very costly in-
straments. The need for the multiplicity of
reports, valuations, regisirations, statements
of accounts, and all that sort of thing leads
to a tremendous amount of delay and ex-
pense that, after all, only impede progress
and to a small extent impair the usefulness
of a very fine institution. As the member for
Toodyay has just indicated, it should be quite
easy for the settler upon his entry om his
farm to forecast his probable loan require-
ments and to have an inclusive mortgage
registered for the full amount, naturally
drawing piecemeal upon that sum in
amounts of £200 or £300. All that, of
course, would be done through the branch
offices and on the branch officers’ entire re-
sponsibility, the matter not being referred to
the head office in Perth except upon an un-
usual situation arising, This soggested
amendment of the method would a least se-
cure some semblance of reality to the policy
of Agricultural Bank decentralisation, and
also it would serve to reduce the huwe
amount of quite unnecessary work that the
present method entails at head office. [
hope the Minister responsible will give to
this labour-time-and-money-saving sugges-
tion of mine a little attention. Now I wish
to refer onece more to a matter which has
been referred to here a dozen times or more,
namely, the needs of Narrogin.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do von want more rail-
ways at Narrogin?

Mr, DONEY: No, although there is oue
I may mention a little later. But the point
I want to make here is that year by year,
as Narrogin grows and the buildings I am
guing to complain of get older, the posi-
tion hevomes worse. It is prinecipally in re-
gpeet of the public buildings at Narrogin
that I am going to speak. I am very hope-
ful that I shall not he forced to take up
the running set by my predecessor and en-
nuslly parade Narrogin woes before the
House, For myself I am hopeful that in
due course I shall be able to coax the Min-
ister concerned down to Narrogin, let him
see for himself that there is a very sea-
sible foundation for these complaints, and
get him to apply the necessary remedy.
Narrogin is one of the fortunate towns.
Its geographical situation has resulted in
its hecoming a very important railway cen-
tre, and also the business and administrat:ve
centre of a very wide area. Private and
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municipal enterprises have provided it wtk
many fine buildings and conveniences. 1t
is an exceedingly busy town, and its Gov-
ernment officers are especially busy. In
view of this, one wonld imagine that suc-
cessive Glovernments would be only too glad
to help those towns that help themsejves,
But it i not se. The Narrogin Government
buildings, exeept the post office, which of
course is a Federal huilding, arve disgrace-
fully dark, eramped and antiquated Ilittls
concerns dotted here and there over the
face of the town, When I say they are
dark and eramped and antiquated, that ig
precisely what I mean. They are at once
the joke of all the more fortunate towns
and the amazement of visitors, I will short-
ly outline to the Minister a scheme that will
entail but very small outlay of money, aud
will result in the efficient housing of the
departments concerned, pamely, the Lanls
Department, the Agricultural Bank, the
Savings Bank and the Courthouse, and I
will dare hope for the Minister's co-oper:-
tion. A further improvement necessary to
the progresz of Narrogin is the provimun
of an overhead vehicular bridge to connent
the two parts of the town that now are cleft
by reason of the railway running through
the centre of the town, Already the
Government have a certain responsibilicy
in this matter, for I understand that whe:
they closed the level erossing connectinrg
the two sides of the town, they did so with-
out having first received proper legal au-
thority for their nection. Asg the result of
that illegal action, the traffic is now diverted
to one road on the north and another on
the south, each about half a mile frem
the centre of the town. I hope the
time is not far distant when the Govern-
ment will be sofficiently financial to take up
this matter and give to important inland
towns, or those of them assured of permit-
peucy, the administrative offices and con-
veniences they are entitled to. Now a brief
word respecting the railway institute, or
lack of omne, at Narrogin. I find it neces-
sary herv to ecall the attention of the Min-
ister for Railways to the matter. The con-
veniener is thoroughly wetl deserved and is
highly desirable, as mueh from an educa-
tional as from a recreative standpoint. It
is very long overdue. Not that its desir-
ability has not been officially recognised, but
tinaneial considerations bhave slways stoud
in the way. I believe that for eight or nine
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years successive commissioners of railways
have urged its construction. Just now, as
a temporary measure I am pleased fo say,
a small structure has at last been agreed
to. This small building, I hope, is only =
forernnner of the Jarger and better strue-
ture the Minister has in mind. I wish to
stress its temporary nature and to say 1
feel snre the Minister will not overlook tiic
fact that provisions are made in this and
similar institutes for instruetion in all raii-
way matters, as well as in general know-
ledge. The Minister therefore stands to =t
a pretty substantial share of the benefits w
be gained. 1 am very glad to see that the
slump in wool prices has at last decided
the growers of that commodity upon th.
launching of a wool campaign. I hope th:t
stich opportunities for assisting the indus-
try and the campaign as happen fo comz2
the way of the Government will be seized
with hoth hands. The bulk of the propa-
eanda. of course, will be carried oul at
Home, and it seems to me reasonable i
bope that the services of tbe Hon. W. L.
Angwin. and the otber Agents-General in
London, will be amply and prompily avail«i
of. The imperative need in this State for
an active, extensive and profitahle wool ir-
dustry is manifest. Wool and wheat form
the two sources from which we draw the
wherewithal to conduct the services of fhe
State, and on which we vely for the absory-
tion of our surplus labour. Beecause of
that, its profitable activity is of just as mnh
consequence to the State as to the grower.
Hard times have overtaken the industry but
hard times hurt no one if they are pr-
nerly faced. Rather do they have a tonic
effeet upon the industries concerned ard
provide a good form of diseipline. Forced
with our baeks to the wall, we are the mor:
determined to protect our rights, and the
appreciation  of

keener becomes our

the value of profits. Additionally,
new methods are adopied, new mar-
kets found and economies effected.

We have all noticed, I think, that publicity
and unity have already in this State put
new life into many a jaded primary indvs-
try, and the present campaign, if properiv
conducted, will, T consider, put wool on a
sounder basis than it was even before the
decline. Tt will take persistent and judicions
advertising, of eourse, to slacken the demand
for synthelic snbstifutes, Still, there is this
much in our favour that wool is the natural

[ASSENMBLY.]

covering for lesh and blood, while syntheti:
substitutes are not, and sound advertising
will squeeze the utmost benefit out of tha'
fortunate fact. The point to be constagt
borne in mind is that the wool yuestion u
a nationa) question, and the rehabilitation
of the wool industry should be a matter toy
intense and immediate Government concern.
We listeued last night to a clever speech by
a very able man—the member for East Perth
{ Mr. Kenneally)—who touched upon a num-
ber of points, but on no more interesting
one than that of the industrial situation. It
is a subject whercon he, [ suppose, can speak
with more knowledge, but unfortunately oun
occasions more one-sidedly than possibly
anybody else in Western Australia.

Mr. Lindsey: Hear, hear! He has studied
only one side of the question.

Mr. DOXEY: I have no desire to be in
any way offensive to the hon. member,

Mr. Kenneally: | shall have to examine
that statement to find out where the compli-
ment lies.

Mr. DONEY: Xeither did 1 intend any
compliment; 1 merely intended to point out
precisely my opivion of the hon. member's
remarks, [ think I may say he is an apostle
of the doetrine of higher wages and shorter
hours; in other words, of less work and
more money.

Mr. Sleeman: You do not believe in lower
wages and longer hours, do yon?

Mr. DONEY: Never mind.

Mr. Panton: He will not answer that ques-
tion,

Mr. DONEY: I do not mind saying tha;
1, tao, would be in tavour of shorter hours
and higher pay provided our industries and
our production could stand the strain, whieh
obviously they cannot. The hon, member's
party constantly hold up America as afford-
ing an example of how labour should be
treated. They frequently speak of the hig:
wages obtainable in America, What iy mor=
natural than that it shonld be so. Ameriea
is able to pay out of her prosperity. She is
prosperous by reason of her solid factory
and land productions on massed lines.

Mr. Lambert: You say that the establish-
ing of factories in Anstralia is impoverish-
ing it.

Mr. DONEY: T have never said that.

Mr. Lindsay: Your poliey is not tn give
them a fair chanece to be started.

Mr. Sleeman: You will not patronise them
when they nre started.
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Mr. Latham:
Mr. DONEY: I was ahow‘ing that America
is fﬂ a position to be generdus to bher ldbour
by ‘réason of her weilth. The two countries,
America and Australia, are by no means
comparable; anyhow they are not fairly
comparable. America is rich, not only on
account of honest results from honest labour,
but because of ber quite successful grab at
the storehouses of a rather impoverished
Europe., These things have given her the
wealth that enables her to be generous. 1t
Australia is given a chance to rise, she will
redch precisely the same position by and by.

Mr. Kenneally: You want us to accept o
period of low wages and long hours and then
we might get something to compensate us
later on.

Mr. Lindsay:
is all.

Mr. DONEY: The party opposite should
not attempt to strangle Australia in her
youth, as it were, by imposing conditions
such as the 44-hour week which she cannot
stand. We can pay wages only out of our
production. Very good, help us to produce.
The labour Party should help Australia *o
what I may call economic safety so that we
can afford to pay what they ask., It seems
to me that just as we are starting o rise,
the extremer elements of the Labour Party
want to hit us on the head with a elub. This,
anyhow, should be obvious to all that the
biggest industry in the State certainly can-
pot stand a 44-hour week. I refer to the
agricultural industry. It would be quite
reasonahble to ask for corroboration on that
point from Labour members who have farms
of their own. They know that to apply the
44-hour week to agricaltural ocempations is
altogether out of the question.

The Minister for Lands: Give us your ex-
perience, because vou were a farmer at one
time.

Mr. DOKEY: I do not mind doing that;
I am pleased at the opportunity to do so.
I can easily recall that T worked from about
one hour before sunrise until ome or two
hours after sundown. I do not claim to
have kept it up for too many years, but I
kept it up for s time, long enough to put tre
farm on a pretty successful basis,

The Minister for Lands: What, on a sue-
ceasful basis!

Mr. DONEY: A pretty successful basis.

The Minister for Lands: That is news to
me.

We want more work. That

We patronise most of them.
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Mr. DONEY: I am spesaking, of course,
from a fuller knowledge than the Minister
can have of my concern, «I was adinonishing
the party opposite not to kill production—
the goose that lays the golden eggs, nor to
claim a monopoly of the democratic virtues.
I think I and a number of my friends om
this side of the House may claim to be just
as good democrats and humanitarians as aré
our friends opposite.

Mr. Kenneslly: The hon. member hides
the democratic temperament very suceess-

fully.

Mr. DONEY :" Will the hon. member ex-
plain how?

Mr. Kenneally: Each member of the

Country Darty hides it very successfully.
Mr. DONEY: Where have I hidden it?
Mr. Latham: There is none 8o blind as

he who will not see.

Mr. Kenneally: One of the members who
hides his demoeratic tendencies has found
that he himself could not stand the long
hours on the farm, but he wishes to con-
tinne to work others for those long hours.

Mr. DONEY: In response to that rather
long interjection I would like to point out
that the reason I ceased to work the long
hours on the land was unot because I was
unable to stand np to them. or becanse of
o sudden accession of laziness, but beeanse
a disturbance oceurred in another part of
the world and I had necessarily to cease
operations. Anyhow, I did not give up a
16 or 17-hour day to take om a 44-hour
week. At present I am not in any very
precise oceapation, but T am still working
something like 14 or 15 hours per day.

Mr. Lindsay: And you thrive on it, too.

Mr. Kenneally interjected.

Mr. DONEY: That is a point we are not
likely to pursue with any benefit to the
hon. member. Just before that mass of in-
terjections, T was remarking that we conld
only pay wages out of prodnetion and ¥
was asking members opposite to help us to
produce. I also said that I claimed to be
as good a democrat and as sound a humani-
tarian a3 anvone on the opposite side of
the House. I am junst as anxious as they
that the finances and resources of this State
shonld be so ordered as to put a coat on
every man’s back and bread on every man’s
table. Let me now prove the democracy
that is inherent in me. My father nsed to
teach me that all projected legislation should
be regarded first and foremost from the
point of view of the poorest of the poor
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people.. He told me something of the vir-
tues of equality of man, equality of oppor-
tunitv and so on. He also told me the
childish stupidity of killing the goose that
laid the golden egps.

-Hon. G. Taylor: What has the member
for Fast Perth to say to that?

Mr. Kenneally: You keep your eye on
No. 1.

Mr. Latham: We all do that, I think.

Mr. DONEY: T did not eatch the remark
of the member for East Perth.

Mr. Lindsay: He said you keep your
eye on No. 1.

Mr. DONEY: To whom was the member
for East Perth referring?

Mr. Kenneally: Evidently vou did cateh
my remark.

Mr. DONEY: The remark perhaps, but
not its import.

The Minister for Lands: Now you have
joined the most reactionary party in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Lindsay: You should ask the Minis-
ter to withdraw that statement. It is not
correct.,

Mr. DONEY: I shall not bother to ask
for its withdrawal, but I should bike to tell
members opposite that there is in existence
in Australia to-day an economie force which,
if Labomr persists in widening the gulf be-
tween money received and value given, will
force Australia completely out of the mar-
kets of the world. There is not the slight-
est doubt that we in Australia have isols-
tion and costly production to contend with.
Do not let us add to it the unnecessary
burden that comes from =senseless party
strife.

The Minister for Lands: Who gave vou
the right to lecture on this matter?

Mr. DONEY: The rules of the House
give me that right.

The Minister for Lands: You do not pro-
duce the commodities you speak of. Why
do you no longer produce?

Mr. DONEY: The hon. member must
know why I no longer produce. The rea-
son is quite sufficient.

The Minister for Lands: I know why and
that is why I ohject.

Mr, DONEY: 1 would like members op-
posite to take an Australian view,
instend of locking at things from a
party viewpoint.  The member for East
Perth spent a good deal of time last night
in trying to saddle the party to which I be-
long with an express predilection for South-
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ern European labour. Does he think that
by some strange division of the national
sentiment, all the love of Australia and Aus-
tralians i< on lLis side of the House, and all
the love of the foreigner on this side?

Mr, Kenneally: That is indieated by the
employment that is given to Sounthern
Furopeans.

Mr. DONEY: The Southern Europeans
are here and they are here largely at our
own invitation. Anyhow, we allowed them
to come here when we might perbaps have
stopped them. The responsibility, therefore,
is largely ours. The point is, they are lere,
and heing here they have to be fed. While
they are here they should work, at that par-
ticular elass of occupation that suitg them.
Never on any account let them have prefer-
ence over our own people. I never would
give that, nor would members of the parly
to which [ belong.

Mr. Kenneally: Members of your party
say differently. Are you denying your own
members ¢

Mr. DONEY: No. I should like to see
members opposite a little more consistent
than they are. 'On many occasions 1 have
seen members entering restaurants run by
foreigners and taking refreshments there.
That means, if it means anything, that they
are showing preference for Southern Euro-
pean labour over British labour. There are
in this city and everywhere a sufficient num-
ber of British-run restaurants, if people
desire fo patronise them. So much for the
consistency of members opposite.

Mr, Sleeman: I think you have bad eye-
sight.

Mr. Lindsay: Why do you not clean that
up before starting upon us?

Mr. DONEY: 1 should like to make a
brief reference to something that appears
in “Hansard,” and ask an explanation of
the Minister comeerned. In March last I
asked the Minister for Works whether any
decision had heen arrived at, and if so what
it was, with respect to compensation for
land reswmed along the Dwarda-Narrogin
railway. 1 also asked him to state the date
fixed for the settlement of the compensation
claims. The Minister replied that the land
had not yet been resnmed but that plans
were heing preparved. He anticipated thal
a “Gazette” notice would be issued by the
end of the following month, when claim
forms would imunediately be forwarded to
all land owners concerned, and the provi-
sions of the Public Works Act would then
be carried out as claims were received. I



% Aversr, 1929.)

understand that claim formns were not sent
out, and | take il the plans have not been
prepared.- 1 an anxjous to ascertain from
the Minister for Works what the compensu-
tion is, and when the people concerned may
expect to receive their claim forms.

ME. LAMBERT ({'oolgardie) [8.20]: Ta
addressing myself to this motion I do not
know that T shall attempt to be quite as
versatile as some other members bave been,
The member for Swan spoke on pretty well
everything, from the League of Nations {o
fruit-fly. Other members were quite as all-
embracing in their remarks. Some showed
rather a regretfable despondency by indi-
cating that this might be the last oceasion
when they would bhave the opportunity to
speak to » motion such as this. I infend to
be a little optimistic and express the hope
‘hat the great wajority of members now in
the House will retwrn to their places. 1
find it a little difficult to speak at this june-
ture. Members will know that I displayed
a disposition last session to acquire more
tervitory than then existed in the Coolgardie
electorate. They will recollect the enthusi-
astie manner in which I supported the desire
to extend the boundaries of that distriet.

Mr. Lindsay: We know how enthusiastic
You were.

Mr. LAMBERT : Having realised that
ambition, I find it necessary now to address
my remarks not only to the territory that
once embraced the historic eleetorate of
Coolgardie, but also to refer to some of the
problems surrounding the equally important
constituency of Yilgarn. Last season was
not a very good one, ané was very far from
good in the part of the State to which I re-
fer, namely around Southern Cross and over
a considerable portion of the Yilgarn dis-
triet. Had it not been for the foresight of
the Minister for Lands and the Govermmnent
generally i establishing an  experimental
State farin at Ghooli, and demonstrating to
the seiilers there what the land could pro-
duce with proper farming methods, no doubt
there would have heen a considerable amount
of despondency. Whilst the wheat re-
turns from the Southern Cross district
were regrettably low, at the Ghooli State
farm, where proper methods of cultivation
were indulged in, an average yield of 19
bushels to the acre was realised. What would
have been a very disappointing outlook for
the farmers in and around Southern Cross,
owing to the adverse season, was eonsider-
ably brightened by the fact that if they were
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prepared to adopi proper farming methods,
they could obtain resulis equally beneficial,

My, Mann: What area was cropped at
Ghooli ?

The Minister for Lands: Last year, aboL$
100 acres. . :

Mr. LAMBERT: This year 1 think the
area is between 400 and 300 acres. Suf-
ficient land was cultivated last year to de-
monstrate that by the use of proper methods
and with even a light rainfall at the right
time, wheat-growing could profitably be
undertaken in that area. The Government
bave encouraged fallowing, and the adoption
of better methods of farming to the ex.
teut that they are even making advances
for fallowing. On the miners’ set-
tlement and in other parts a considerable
aereage of ground is under fallow, and this
will he producing next year. I am econfi-
dent from the results I have seen that if
the Government encouraged farmers to adopt
improved methods of cultivation South-
ern Cross would develop into one of the
most irmportant agricultural centres in the
State. T was speaking to Mr. Moran, a
trustee of the Agrienltural Bank, recently.
He told me he had with the loecal Agri-
cultural Bank inspector travelled over
the miners’ settlement. He found a great
leal of enthusiasm amongst the settlers. He
said it was wonderful to sse the transfor-
mation that had taken place in that area
during the last two years. A large amount
of land is under cultivation and under fal-
low. The stout-hearied men who unfortu
nately had, after years of toil in the mines,
t¢ forsake their avoeation, had tackled
nobly the problem of earving out a home for
themselves in this new centre. They were
working under conditions that were quite
strange to them, but had engaged in the
work with that determination that was
characteristic of those who went to the gol-
ficlds in the early days. They were makinr
a show that was a eredit to them. I an
sure the Government will not be namindfnl
of their oblizations to these settlers, whe
will require water supplies and other facili.
ties to enable them to become snceessful farm-
ers. At no distant date they will require a
railway for the transport of their produce.
The granting of all these facilittes will ke
justified in the near future. This brines
me to the 3,500 farms scheme. The mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin stated that the
hig terrilory embraced by the area lying
sonth of Southern Cross to the seahoard,
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aud east and west of the Narembeen line
and the Esperance line, should be opened
up in some comprehensive way. This
scheme should not Le launched in a piece-
meal or haphazard manner. It should be
properly _thought out, planned and organ-
ised on 8 sound basis.

The Minister for Lands: It is being care-
fully and thoughtiully inquired into.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is the only safe
way to attain success. I hope the inde.
pendent investigntions that are now beiny
conducted will justify the immediate open-
ing up ol this territory in a comprebensiv?
way, and lead to the launching of a pro-
perly organised land settlement scheme. I
am convinced this large territory will jus-
tity the building of a network of railways
radiating from Southern Cross to Ravens-
thorpe, and radiating from Narembeen to
the HEsperance line, thus giving all-needed
railway faeilities for the adequate openinz
up of this vast and fertile territory. I hope,
too, that a railway scheme of this nature will
embrace the miners' settlement, becaunse, as
T indieated previously, I am econfident tha!
it will not be lonz before railway and other
faeilities will be ju-tified in that large area
also. [ would like to refer briefly to the
neeessity for varrving on the good werk fhat
has characterised the administration of the
present Ainister for Agrienltural Water
Supplies in supplying rock catchments amd
other water sapplies. T consider that who-
ever is responsible for the work merits great
commendalion.  Certainly the work 15 most
necessary, and it is to be loped that the
State will have the tnances necessary tor
extending it considerally. The country woest
of Bullfinech now varries a considerable
number of settlers, and needs a water sup-
plv il the settlers are to bhe succes-ful. T
trust the Loan Fstimates will reveal {hmt
theve is money available to push on the
work. The schieme, T understand, is alrexdy
surveved,  Undoubtedly, if we expeet the
farmers settled in that area to become suc-
cessful, we must give them water supplies
a~ well as other needed facilities. They are
now carting water for miles, which is eco-
nomically wizound, besides heing wasteful
and disheartening to them. I repeat the
hone that funds may be found, during the
corrent financial year, to extend consider-
ably the water supply in the West Bullfineh
district. That hope also extends to the pro-
vision of school accommodation in new local-
itir~.  When <rhool aecommodation i

. [ASSEMBLY] e

Eweded, we should do everything possible, to
ensure that the scttlers, who are doing so
mwueh to open up cur bush 1ands ghall have
srhool facilities that will fit their children
for the battle of life. Now to turn for a
woement from tarming to mining. Some
fime ago the Minister for Mines authoriscd
boring operations in the Coolgardie dis-
trict. For sume years I have been urging
the Lorinz of the big known ore channels
in various parts of the State that for one
reason or another had been abandoned in
earlier days. My pleadings were seconded
by the Minister and many of his re-
sponsible officers. As a result, a bor-
ing plant was put in at Coolgardie. Al-
though the mine I refer to had heen aban-
doned for years, the boring operations at
the 400ft. level revealed values up fo 6 ozs.
per ton. It is deeply to be regretted that
outside capital has not come in to sink the
necessary shafts and open up the mine. T
would suggest to the Minister the remowval
of any finaucial embargo at present placed
apon the mine, in particular for horing,
sinee sneh an embargo would be a liability
on the mine if it were taken over. 1 urge
upon him the lifting of any such embargo
with a view to encouraging outside eapital
at least to develop the mine.

Mr. Latham: Is this a Crown lease neld
by the Crownf?

Mr. LAMBERT: It is a reservation held
by the Crown. Although countless numbers
of people scattered throughout the length
and breadth of Australia have an abiding
faith in the richness of Coclgardie, and
although the first bore put down by the
Government showed that faith to he justi-
fied, vet we have not found outside per-
sons with sufficient enterprise to test the
possibilities of Tindalls mine.

Hon. G. Taylor: At what depth was the
value struck?®

The Minister for Mines: At 200 feet be-
low the deepest workings.

Mr. LAMBERT: At between 400 and
500 feet, which is a considerable depth. It
is not a shallow thing. If the results revealed
by the two or three bores put down were
well known, I think the effect would be to
produce sufficient funds to have the neces
sary development work carried out. The
general average of the lode, as indicated by
the assays from the boring, show values up
to those being got at Wiluna. It is a good
big lode, and prospects ahead are most en-
conraging.,
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“Mr. Mann: The results of tbe borings
were not largely advertised.

The Minister for Mines: They have been
advertised in the Press at least four times.

Mr. LAMBERT: I know that the Minixs-
ter has called attention to the subject on
two or three oceasions.

The Minister for Mines: T have spoken
about it in this House twice.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. The Minister ex-
pressed lis disappointment that the pro-
perty had not been tsken up. I think that
after his present programme of boring ix
eompleted, the prospeets in this and in other
mines in the Coolgardie area would justify
him in bringing the plant back to Cool-
zardie and continuing to bore there. It is
peculiar that although the bore started in
Coolgardie and obtained favourable results
there, it has not produeed encouraging re-
sults in the many other places to which it
has heen sent. I say thet with great regret.

The Minister for Mines: That refers to
the Eastern Goldfields only.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes; I was not speak-
ing of the other fields. With values re-
vealed at 400 or 300 feet depth in & min:
which geologieally looks sound, which has a
good big lode that would employ a lot of
people and thus resuscitate the town and
create great mining activity, I consider that
the Minister wounld be jnstified, when his
boring programme elsewhere is through, in
returning the plant to Coolgardie and there
continuing the operations which proved so
successful up to the time the bore was re-
moved. I trust the Government will con-
tinue to eneourage prospecting. Certainly
they have given a considerable amount of
support and enconragement to mining gener-
aily as well a3 to prospecting in partieular
during the five or six vears thev have held
office.

The Minister for Mines: There are more
prospecting parties out to-day than there
have been for the last six vears in Western
Australia. Seventy-one parties assisted by
the Mines Department are out, besides un-
assisted parties.

"Mr. LAMBERT: Only to-night 1 was
looking at some analyses of tin ore brought
in by one of the Northern memhers. The
assays showed up to 53 per cent. of metal-
lic tin. The ore eame from new country in
the North. Such a fact shows that Western
Australia is yet far from being completely
prospected. The member for Williams-
XNarrogin (Mr. Doney) referred to the
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great mineral wealth of America. Trtie,

America 'is rich in minerals such as irom

and copper, and in fact all minerals that

go fo make a country greaf and wealthy
Mr. Mann: Except manganese.

Mr. LAMBERT: With that possible ex-
ception. Even in the portions of the Com-
monwealth which have already been explored,
we have all minerals and metals necessary to
meet the needs of an advanced eivili-
sation, and to cater for a muehk greater
population than Australia possesses to-
day. Practically none of the main
mineral]s have as yet been touched.
They are virtually in their native state.
Take our great iron deposits—and iron
means so much to the prosperity of a
nation. Take copper. Take the auriferous
areas containing gold, silver and many rare
metals. They are all to a large extent still
untouched, and werely await the enterprise
and industry of man to turn them into assets
of national value. ¥ have referred briefly
to new legislation indicated in the Governor’s
Speech. I think all the rest of that legisla-
tion is overshadowed by a proposal that
should play a great part in the future pros-
perity of Western Australia, and should
conunend itself to hon. members opposite,
particularly members sitting on the cross
henches. L refer to the proposal of the Gov-
ernment to establish a rural bank. 'The
hon. members referred to must know
that in view of the complex nature of
finance to-day, in view of the ever-increasing
need for getting the greatest amount out of
one’s produet, the only safe way, and one of
the most promising reads to smecess, is to
vome closely to grips with finance. The only
means by which that ean be done is to have
control of one’s own financial affairs, T do
not think we can do that with outside
banks. I hardly believe that from out-
side banks, run purely for profit, one is
likely to get the same assistance and the
same consideration as from a bank run
simply to serve the community, and having
no other object in view. Such, T hope, will
he the charncter of the proposed rural bank:
The dav will come when the farmer wnll
realise that if he is going to push his co;
operative movement, his co-operative buy;
and his co-operative selling, he must
have co-operative banking, Co-oper&-
tive  banking is ineclnded among the
things that will tend to make him
snecessful upon the land. T believe the day
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bas gone when the farmer was prepared to
allow outside speculators to deal in his
produe. Aund he has no more right to be
at the mercy of financial institutions.
whether they be banks or insuranece com-
panies oy unvthmg else,

Mr. Lindsay: Du you think the propoxed
bank will reduce the rate of interest charged
the tarmer!? ]

Mr. LAMBERT: It shopld. People
speak plibly ol the enhanced cost of every-
thing to-day, Primarily the cost of every-
.thing springs from banking. There is no
doubt about that. Banking is the prime fac-
tor of cost. If we had bank interest to-day
at 3 per eent. as it was 30 years ago,
all prodnction would he on a totally different
basis. But in recent years there has been
a .continnous inflation of bank interest,
which . has risen from about 3 or 3% per
cent. to ¥ per cent, and in many cases to
8 per cent. Indeed, I do not know whether
the limit has yet heen reached. Thus bank-
ing represents a problem that must
be grappled with by advanced communi-
ties and by men who have to produce and
market their products at world’s parity or
in the market: of the world. I believe it
should tend to reduce the rate of hank in-
terest. T do not suggest that it will foree
the Associated Benks to lower their interes’
charges; that is hardly likely. If the rural
bank is established to lend money to farmers,
and has in mind the necessity for elearing
snilicient to wmeet expense~ and possibly
losses only, then the money available should
he lent u#t considerably c¢beaper rates than
ovhlain now. 1 can give hon. members an
illumivating instance if I refer to the Bank
of Argenfina which played the greatest
possible part in developing that great re-
puble. 1 was told by a bank director 10
vears after the Bank of Argentina had been
established that, had it been a private in-
~titution, it could have paid 23 per cent. pe:s
annmun out of the profits it made. Those
profits represented money repaid to the
bank and then re-lent to farmers. Like a
snowhall the money accumulated and being
re-lent returned to the hank large and
ever-growing profits. It ean easily be under-
stood, therefore, that the bank played one
of the most important parts possible in
developing the Argentine, which to-day is
challenging: Australia in the markets of the
world in competition with our produets.
Last session we passed the Redistribution of
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Seats Aet. It was not palatable to me, anl
1 deeply reuret that it was passed.

Hon. G, Taylor: It did not appeal to the
Government membars, -heeause. enly 12 of
their members voted for it. .

My, LAMBERT: I deplore the faet that
representation is to he taken away from the
eountry districts and given to the more con- -
zested industrial centres on the coast, I
believe that if we look after the country dis-
triets, the more closely populated industrial
centres will look after themselves, Tt is far
more nevessary that a thousand settlers en-
gaged in opening up and developing the
State outback <hould have parliamentary
representation, than that, say, 10,000
people in the wmetropolitan area should
be represented. Although I deeply de-
plore the position that bas arisen, it
cannot be remedied now. I notice that
the Government propose to introduce a
Redistribution of Seats Bill that will apply
to the Legislative Council. T hope that the
same element of stupidity will not be mani-
fest in that legistation, but that the Govern-
ment will reatise that members of the Upper
House, so long as they are there, ean be of
service to the people who are developing the
country ureas. I hope that any atiempt at
redistribution will not be so much on a popu-
lation basis as on one recognising the neces-
sity of giving the outer areas as much repre-
sentation us possible. The Government pro-
posc to introduce a Bill to deal with ment-
ally defective people. That form of legisla-
tion is long overdue, 1 trust the (Government
wili persevere with legisiation along sound
practical lines, with the object of eliminai-
g mental defectives from our community,
and so purging our eivilisation of these nn-
fortunates. Recently I read an article that
dealt with the history of many families of
inental defectives in America. It was ap-
palling to note the effect of men-
tal deficicney upen the criminal records
of that country. If the Government
introduce & Bill of this description, it
will doubtless coutain some controversial
clanges, bul it is to be hoped that all mem-
ber< will 1ealise the necessity for them and
help the Government to purge cur civilisa-
tion of much that is not commendable. The
member tor East Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
dealt extensively with unemployment, Some
have preached the gospel that if we have
more work, and still more work, with longer
hours of employment, the cure of unemploy-



[8 Avgust, 1929.]

ment will be achieved. That is not the cause . -

of the problem, The great diffieulty in most
countries is to be found in the armies of
unskilled and undisciplined Iabour that is sn
hard to deal with. Tt will not be solved
until eivilisation realizes that this class of
labounr must be arganised. not in the sense of
mdustrin] unipni=m, hot along lines of avail-
ability and in co-operation with the Govern-
ment remarding the ereation of work essentinl
to keep men in employment. Until the labonr
availahle is organised along those lines and
work allocated for them, there can be uo
cure for. anemployment. Tf there is disloca-
tion of industry there is at onee unemploy-
ment. The moment a hoss decides to put off
50 or 100 men, we have a psartial disloca-
tion of industry, and unempinyment fol-
lows, This problem of unemployment is an
economic disease that civilisation to-day will
not tackle. Civilisation turns its eyes away
and is apt to remark that it is the fault of
these people that they are ont of work. It
is admitted that there are some who are
unemployable, but there are a lot of genuine
men and women desirous of obtaining work
who are unemployed. Under our existing
social conditions we are prone to humbug
ourselves as we are to get within
‘sparring distance of the ecure for this
economie disease. TUntil we tackle the dis-
ease along the lines of organisation and al-
loeation of work, it will never be dealt with
properly. 1n conclusion, I will not adopt the
distressed attitude that some hon. members
have displayed and point to the fael that thig
may be my last eontribution to an Address-
in-reply debate. 1f this is to be my last ut-
terance on such a motion, I shall at least
have some very inspiring recollections of
those with whom I have associated, including
many who bave opposed us in polities.

Mr. Wither<: That i1s a very mild way of
saying farewell,

Hon. G. Taylor: At any rate, we have lis-
tened very patiently to your instructive
speech to-night.

Mr. LAMBERT: It ix to be hoped that
during this last session of Parliament, which
will mark our Centenary year, the Opposi-
tion will be as helpful as they endeavour to
be at most times. Let us all join in an ex-
pression of sineere hope that the present in-
dications of a hountiful harvest will eontinue,
and that this year will mark one of the most
productive eras in the history of our State.
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MR . DAVY (West Derth) [8.55): .1
propose to make an attempt at a record
te-night and to deliver the shortest speech
on, this motion that is 'within the knowledge
of hon. members. Possibly I may be assisted
if hon. members will' nof attempt to assist
me. I have been fold that the shortest
speech known in Parliament eonmsted of
gix words, but T do not think that was in
comlection with an Address-in-reply debate,
and I do not think it was reported in
“Hansard.” I hope to he able to complete
what I desire to say within 15 minutes.
The other evening some very startling
firnves were quoted to this House relative
to workers' compensation and the increase
in the cost of insurances because of workers’
compensation liabilities. They were start-
ling and T am not in a position to say
whether the figures were aceurate or not.
It is commoen ground that since we passed
the Workers’ Compensation Aet Amend-
ment Act in 1924 there has been an immense
increase in the eost of insurance. It is com-
mon ground, for instance, that the State
Insurance Qffice, which hon. members oppo-
gite allege is more economically run than a
private insurance office, is now charging 20
per cent. on the wages paid for workers’
compensation cover in certain industries.

Myr. Kenneally: And even so, that is less
than the outside ecompanies are charging.

Mr. DAVY : That does not matter, for the
sake of my argoment. I take the State In-
swrance (Office to show that in an office
which Government members alleged is the
most economically ron, a charge of 20 per
cent. 1s levied on wages paid, for eover in
certain industries. That is a solid impost.
[t is said that it is due to the fact that in
that particular industry a large number of
Southern Furopeans are emploved, and it
is also said that those Southern Buropeans
have st vespect for the extremities of their
hodies.

M. Panton: They are not so expelt with
the axe.

Mr. DAVY: That may have something to
do with it as well.

Mr. Sleeman: State insurance will do
away with that sort of thing

Mr. DAVY: It is said that the South-
West has been fertilised by the lopping off
of fingers and toes. I was told the other
day that in the constitnency represented. by
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Withers), at
one private hospital there were eight persons
with an aggregate of 30 tovs and fingers
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it

m'issmg "When this pomt was brought
der ‘the notice. of the House the
er mght g Mir suggested that

t‘he employers themselves were to blame
for employing Southern  Europeans.
It seems to me it is the duty of any G.v-
ernnient fe govern a country as they find
it, not as they would like it to be. It is
the duty of this Parliament to make luws
to meet the peculiarvities of the population
that exists here now, not to make laws thet
would suit a different kind of population.
We have in Western Aunstralia already
large number of Southern Europeans, a..d
we are going to get more. It i3 not in
our power to stop them from coming heve.
So we have to frame ocur policy and make
our laws to meet the fact that we have them
here already. And I take it members ean
hardly disagree with me when I put forward
the principle that we cannoe? have different
¢lasses of people in this State. If any man
is allowed to enter Australia and rema’n
here, he must be the equal of any ot~e:
man in the State. He must have the sam»
Inws made applicable to him, and must have
the same rights as every other citizen, Tt
is inconeeivable that in a country so truly
democratic as Australia, we ean have dif-
ferent classes of persons, some who has~
the right to do this or that, and some who
bave not that right, some who can get a
certain kind of employment and some who
cannot.

Mr. Kenneally: Would you apply tha
aroument to Asiaties?

Mr. DAVY: I would apply it to every
person who is permitted to remain in West-
ern Australin. If we are poing to allow
a human bheing to live in Australia, I can-
not accept for one moment the theory the:
we can give to that person a different statna
from all others. Personally, I am just as
enthusiastically keen on keeping this Aus-
iralia for persons of our own race as any
other member ean possibly be. T think it
is ahsolutely essential to the preservation of
the welfare of Australia that we should re-
main a pure European race, and for choice
a pure British race. But if we have peopi-
here and they are allowed by the law to
stay here, we cannot consistently as a demo-
cratic country, put those persons in any dif-
ferent catesory from the rest of the citi-
zens of Australin, The argument 1 was re-
ferring to, namely that the employers have
only themselves to blame, is not an answer
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T
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to the difficulty. ~ Clearly members mus.-t
agree that it must be only with the Zreat-
est difficulty that anv industry can stand the
strain, not only of paying wages, but of
paying 20 per cent. turther for the cost
of insurance under the Worker's Compen-
sation Act. That seems to me to indiecate
that our present system of providing tom-
pensation to men who are prevented from
carrying on their work by injury or sick-
ness requires at this juneture close san
tinv. There are other matters which oeeur
to anyone who has had experience of work-
er's compensation and which require seru-
tiny. I can elaim to have bad a good den!
of experience in the last few years of the
operation of that Aet. It seems to me thewe
are many serious objections to our preseni
system, hoth from the point of view of the
worker and from the point of view of the
employer. There are too many cases nnder
the Workers’ Compensation Aet of the
nature which I might deseribe as border-
line cases. There are ton many workers
faced with the problem of solving whether
or not they are covered by the Aet. There
ar¢e {nn many otcasions upon which the
judees of the Full Court find themselves in
strong disagreement as to whether or not a
man meeting with a particnlar accident or
suffering from s particular disability is
covered by the Act. My own experience has
served to call my attention to sueh cases,
Reeently there was the case of a woman,
employved as a barmaid in a hotel, who con-
tracted rheumatic fever. It was proved to
the satisfaction of the magistrate that the
vontraction of that rheumatic fever was due
tn the duwmpuess of the floor. I think we
are all in agreement that our Aet should
he framed to nward compensation to such

a ecase. But it is by no means clear that
it does. In fact, so far from being clear
was it, that we found the learned Chict

Justice of Western Australia held very de-
finitely that such a cuse was not covered by
the Workers' (‘ompensation Act. Fortub-
ately for the worker in this case, two other
judges sittine on the Full Court decided
that «<he was so covered. There are far tos
many cases of that kind, and the worker
is tou freguently fared with the necessity
perhaps of having his name go down to
posterity a~ a puerty in a leading case,

when perbaps the payment of compen-
gation in  order to  enable him te
exist was umgent, and  needed, it it
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were to he any good to be paid forth-
with. Again, we bave since our amending
Act of 1924, provision made for the pay-
ment of lump sums under the second sene-
dale; lump sums not in redemption of
weekly payments, but straight out fixea
lump sums for certain specified disabilities.
When tbat amendment of the Aet was be-
fore the House, I opposed that second schu-
dule. It seemed to me to be an illogieal
method of awarding ecotpensation, ridieu-
lous in faet, to say to a man if he had
lost the end of bis little finger he was (o
get a particular sum of money, when per-
haps the loss of that tinger-end might
not mean any loss to him; and to give to
another man to whom such & loss was in-
portant, the same sum of money.

Mr. Kenneally: You would not suggest
that the loss of the point of a finger was
no loss to a mant

Mr. DAVY: I do suggest that in many
instances sueh a loss would be no loss of
earning sapacity at all,

Mr. Panton: Tt would be a considerab’e
loss if he were a professional pianist.

Mr. DAVY: It would be no less if i*
meant no diminution whatever in his earn
ing capacity. On the other hand, of course,
as the member for Menzies points out, in
the case of an expert piano player it mizit
he very important, a loss for which the sum
mentioned in the second schedule might b+
totally inadequate. So, too, in the case of
a watchmeker who, through such loss might
be rendered incapable of following his avoe-
cation, and so he would be reduced from an
earning capacity of £6 or £7 a week to the
mere basic wage. I opposed therefore the
fixing of these lump sums arbitrarily. And
I opposed it also for the reason that it
seemed to be absurd to say to a man who
might meet with a spectacnlar aceident in
which he lost a certain part of his body,
that he should be paid a far greator
sum than another man who had nut
lost a part of his body and yet was
more  seriously  disabled than  the
first. There are many injuries the:
do not come under the second schedule at
all. Under the provision in the old Aet for
lump sum settlements in redemption of
weekly payments there is power in the magi-
strate of the local court to provide for the
investment of the lump sum awarded, or to
exercise some supervision over what is to be
done with that money, if the magistrate
thinks it unwise that the lump sum be

-
away to. the worker,
1 submit that in a pgreat number of
cases this is unwise; a man who has
never handled a large. sum of mogey
mighi well waste il or spend it un-
wizelv. Tf he is in  that position, the
magistrate can see o it that the sum is spent
wisely or put to some approved purpose.
Under the second schedule there is no. gngh
provision. The man is entitled to receive the
sum of money, and there can he no super-
vision over what he does with it. Fyom my
observation, in too large a number of cases
payments made under the second schedule
do not do the worker who receives them any
good whatever. The mouney is wasied
through inexperience or through lack of
eapacity to look after a large sum. Another
serious disability js the immensely increased
cost of doctors’ expenses since the inerease
in the amount allowed for the payment of
medical expenses. So I say this Act is not
working well at the present time. There are
many serious injustices and difliculties, and
to my mind it i3 highly uneeonomical; I de
not believe the public of Western Australia
are getting value for the money. A third
objection I see to the present system is that
undoubtedly in a great number of cases it
leads to fraud. Is not the time coming when
we ought to investigate the whole of our
system of providing for people put out of
action through injury or sickness, with a
view to an entire change? I suggest to the
Government that that time has come, and
that the adviee should be sought of those
people who know most of the operation of
the Workers’ Compensation Aet. 1 suggest
that such persons as union seeretaries, who

handed straight

have had considerahle experience of 1t, and

the gentlemen in charge of the State Insur-
anve Office, who also have had experience of
it, should be asked for their opinions aa to
whether the present system is the right one;
and if in their opinion it is not, the advis-
ability of substituting for it some wider and
broader scheme which will pay compensation
with more speed and certainty and will get
over the diffieulties with which we are faced
at the present time. I am not in the habit
of offering congratulations to the Govern-
ment. It seems to me that members of this
House who are sitting in Opposition are
bere to criticise the Government, not to
praise them. As a matter of fact, I do not
think the Government need much praise
from us. It has always seemed to me they
are very well capable of praising them-
selves. I notice that the members of the
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Government and their supporters om’ the’

eross benches are in the habit of speaking
in the most glowing terms of their past per-
formances and of what they are zoing to do
in the future. But 1 propose to-night to
meke an exception to my habit of not con-
gratulatine the (fjovernment, and congratu-
Iate them upoun one or two things.

Mr. Kenneally: That they have not done.

Mr. DAVY: First of all T should like to
congratulate them on last year's wheat vield.
Then 1 should like to congratulate them on
the very marked inerease in the number of
sheep in Western Australiu. 1 do not agree
with my friend, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when he says there were very few things
in the Governor’s Speech which would give
anybody comfort. I entirely agree with the
Premier when he emphasises that it must
give great comfort to the citizens of West-
ern Australin to read in the Governor’s
Speech that last year we Had such a fine
wheat yield, a wheat yield which is the
second record in the history of Western Aus-
tralia and which is well up to, if not above,
the average, if we regard it from the point
of view of the yield per aere. 1 would
furthermore like to congratulate the Govern-
ment on having had during the whole of
their term of office & group of five years that
have been the best in the history of Western
Australia.

Mr. Kenneally: Cause and effect.

Mr. DAVY: [ do not think I shall be chal-
lenged when [ say that taken as a group and
regarding the whole State, the five years
ended the 30th June, 1929, were the best the
State has ever had. I do not think my
friends of the Country Party will disagree
with that. Neither do I think we are ever
likely to have a better group of five years
unless we discover how to control the rain-
fall. _

Mr. Kenneally: Or keep the Labour Party
in oflice,

Mr. DAVY: 1 wish to congratulate the
Government moreover on the faet that dur-
ing the last financial year they received in
indireet taxation £€197,000 and by way of
Federal grants £226,000 more than their pre-
decessor received in his last year of office.
I wish to congratulate the Government on
the fact that they have been able during the
last five years of office to spend year by year
415 millions of borrowed money. 1 would
like to congratulate them on the fact that
out of a total of some 20 odd millions of
money, five millions of it was obfained at &
cost of only 1 per cent, per annum. Surely
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any (Government with a record like that de-
serves considerable congratulation. The sad
part is that after having congratulated them
on those four, five or six items, I then come
to the faet that in spite of their having ex-
perienced this wonderful group of five years,
in spite of their having bad 20 willions of
loan monev to spend, of which five milliens
has cost them only 1 per cent., and in spHe
of last season having produced the second
record wheat erop in the history of the State,
nevertheless they show a deficit of well over
8 quarter of million of money.

Mr. Lindsay: Are you congratulating the
Government on that too?

Mr. DAVY: No, my congratulations stop
there. The Premier the other might in a
verv delightfnl speech that we all enjoyed
—we always enjoy his speeches—told us that
the deficit was quite easily explained. The
reason for it was that the wheat harvest
was smaller than had been expected—a
wheat harvest which he told us the other
night was a matter to give comfort to the
eitizens of the State, a wheat harvest which
was the seecond record in the history of the
State, 2 wheat harvest which will perhaps
he exceeded this year but which we cannot
always hope to exceed.

The Minister for Railways: The average,
not the acreage.

Mr. DAVY: The Premier said in effect,
“1f we had had what 1 expected, an ab-
novmally rood harvest, something more thar
the second record harvest in the history of
the State, then there would have heen no
deficit.”  When the Premier made that
excuse he reminded me of the man who bor-
rows £100 and undertakes to repay it at the
end of the vear. When the end of the year
comes lie says, “Well, T am awfully sorry,
old chan, but T find I cunnot repay that
hundred pounds. I expected to be able to
repay it, hut T lhave hadl a rotten bil of
hwk; T did not get a win in Tattersall’s
sweep.”

The Minister for Railways: We Jill wot
Ser nnoaverage harvest,

Mr. DAVY: What is the good of talking
abont wot having got an average harvest
when the State reaped the second record in
its hi~tory, and, tuken an the acereage basiy,
the vield was still above the average experi-
enced in the past.

The Minister for Railways: Tt was not,
That i an whsolute misvepresentation.

Mr. DAVY: There are the figures. The
average vield was 10.81 bushels, and [ ask
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.members to say whether it was noi ahove
the average yield that we have had in West-
ern Australia.

The Minister for Lands: There were
300,000 neres more under crop than in the
previous year.

Mr. DAVY: What have the 300,000 acres
got to do with the average yield per acre?

The Minister for Lands: We are cairying
2,000 more settlers. That is the pasition.

Mr. DAVY: Very well; I shall leave it
at that.

Hon. G, Taylor: Why distarb the equmli-
briur. nf the Government?

The Minister for Mines: He is not dis-
turbing me very much.

Mr. DAVY: We cannot at the present
time be particularly satisfied with the finan-
cial position. If we have this deficit of
£275,000 after five good seasons and after
the second record harvest in the history of
the State, what is going to happen when we
strike a group of five had years?

The Minister for Mines: We will go hack
to the position of our predecessors and nuve
a 2Y million deficit.

Mr. DAVY: Is that a matter to he put
forward with equanimity?

Mr. Thomson: There is not much com-
fort in it.

Mr. DAVY: Is that something to which
we should look forward with pleasure?
The Minister for Mines tells us quite hap-
pily and calmly that if we do strike a bad
time, we shall go back to the worst possible
position that any man can anticipate. Is
that something we should tell the people
of Western Australia in order to hearten
them to increased efforts for the prosperity
of the Statet

The Minister for Lands: Your Govern-
ment went to the bad to the extent of 214
millions in five years—good years, too,

Mr. Richardson: Much of that defieit
was inherited.

Mr, DAVY: Whenever ] make any stale-
ment in this House fhat seems noi entirely
to please the Minister for Lands, he always
gives the same answer, “You did it, too,”
the “You're another” retort of the school-
boy. 1 say this—even if the Minister for
Lands would rather I did not say it—
that we can well expect the Treasurer to
tell us his plan to overcome this dilliculiy.
‘What is his plan to prevent our having a
deficit of over a quarter of a million of
money after a series of five of the best
seasons experienced by the State and in the

vear when we prodnced our second record
harvest? It seems to me that by no means
have we any reason to congratulate our-
selves at the present time on the financial
position of the State.

The Minister for Lands: You do not know
ruch about the finances.

HON, G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 1

Noes 17

Majority against 6
AYER,
Mr. Brown Mr. Maley
Mr, Dary Mr. Richardson
Mr. Doney Mr, Taylor
Mr. Qriffiths Mr. Thomeon
Mr. Latbam Mr. Nortd
Mr, Lindaay (Tealler,)
Noas,

Mr, Corboy " Mr. Munsie
Mr, Coverley Mr. Panton
Mr, Cowan Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Troy
Miss Holman Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mr. Kenneally Mr, Willecock
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Wlithers
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilapn
Mr, Mllington (Teller.)

Motion (adjournment) thus negatived.

MR. LATEAM (York) [9.20]: While
listening to tbe reading of His Excellency's
Speech I was reminded of a remark I once
read made by that statesman, Abraham
Lincoln. He said, “If we first know where
we are and whither we are trending, we can
better judge what to do and how to do it.”
I am sure that if Abrabam Lincoln could
have heard the Speech delivered, he would
bave made the same comments regarding it,
because it conveyed so very little to us of
where we were or whither we were going.
To-day the greatest comsideration should be
given to the finances. I regret to say that
except for two or three platitudes the finan-
eia] position as referred to in the Speech iz
dismissed from notice. People have a right
to know how they stand, This House has a
right to know so that we may be better ahla
to judge what legislation is warranted, and
to understand what we are doing. As the
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member for West Perth bas stated, the Jast
five years have been the best consecutive
years the State has ever seen.

The Minister for Lands: And it has been
the best Government.

Mr. LATHAM: I have no desire {o enter
inte a discussion with the Minister for Lands
just mow. Not only has the yield been very
guod and the area under ¢rop very great, bui
prices have been favourable. A little while
fgo there was a good deal of despondency
with respect to tuture wheat prices.

Mr. Corboy: aAnd that despondency was
justified.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, but it did net justify
the Premier in giving us a deficit of £275,000
after all these good years. If he was no*
able to make his finances balance during that
period, then the period ahead might well in-
deed be black. I am pleased to note thai
the wheat market has lately made a recovery,
but how long it will hold up remains to be
seen. Only yesterday there seems to have
been & drop of 2s. a guarter. We must give
eareful consideration to the finaneial posi-
tion becanse we are dependent almost en-
tirely upon primary produetion. Not only
should the Speech be a retrospect of wha'
has happened, but an indication of what is
in the minds of the Government for the
future. With the exception of two or thre»
amendments that are foreshadowed to exist-
ing legislatian, it appears that very little will
be done. T wanted to know what the Gov-
ernment had in mind to relieve unemploy-
ment as well as to effeet a halancing of the
financial ledger. Not onc word do we see in
the Speech with respect to that matter. It
was merely a reiteration of what the peopl»
already knew. Apparently it was intended
to boost the State on past records. One
thing that impressed me the other night wa:
the statement of the Premier when he said
that the people of the State were dependent
upon its primary industries, partienlarlv
wheat and sheep srowing. One would thin.
that any legislation that was being brounght
down and any assistance that was rendered
would have been in favour of those two in
dustries. I have looked carefully through
the Speech, and failed to notice anything
tending towards that end.

The Minister for Mines: We have given
that assistanece for the last five years, but
the previous Government did not avail them-
selves of the opportunity to do so. We have
given plenty of assistance.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LATHAM: The present Government
do not miss the chance to talk about whas
they have done, .

Mr. Kenneally: But you just complained
that they were not talking about it. .

Mr. LATHAM: 1 want to know what
their intentions are. Apparently the futare
is left to work out its own salvation.

My, Withers: It will be & pleasant sar-
prise for you when it comes along.

The Minister for Mines: Yon talked about
water supplies, but did nothiug in all those
vears. See what we have done in five years.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 do not say nothing has
been done. I am not going to leave it to the
Government to say that nothing can be done.
There are many ways of helping the prim-
ary producer. One way to assist him would
he to remove the tariff wall, whiech makes s
costly the tools of trnde necessary for carry-
ing on these industries. Of course we have
no eontrol over that. We ean, however, re-
duce taxation in this State. The Govern-
ment have been generous to the primary pro-
ducers. They have asked for many things,
and the Government have given them all,
but the producers have been charged for
everything, and in many instances a profit
has resplted. I ohjeet to a profit being made
out of the primary producers for services
rendered. ‘

Mr. Richardson: Where does {beir gener-
osity come in®

Mr. LATHHAM: The generosity has re-
sulted te their own benefit.

Mr. Corboy: I suppose a profit has been
obtained out of the transport of super.
and wheat.

Mr, LATHAM: Surely the hon. member
does not helieve that tale. He represents a
faivly good agricultural centre. He knows
that the story about these concessions and
loss of revenue through wheat transport is
mythical. The best paying revenue ountside
timber is in the full trains of wheat that
come to the ports.

Mr. Corboy: And they account for the
loss.

Mr. Richardson: You will be joining the
Country Party direetly.

Mr, LATHAM : We ought to do something
te bring down rail freights, The Minister
for Railways will prohably tell me that the
losses will necessitate an increase in freizhts.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. LATHAM: They have to be made op
somehow, either by charging the general
taxpayer or the persons who mse the raile
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ways. Which is the more logical thing to
do I do not know.

Mr. Kenneally: Perhaps the hon. member
i5 thsappomted that no increased tuntlon is
foreshadowed 1 ‘

Mr, LATHAM: No. Our primary indus-
tries would then cease to exist, Probably
very little thought has been given by the
hon. member to the subject. The wheels of
industry revolve in this State only by virtue
of its primary industries. Had he given a
little more thought to that question he would
never have made the remark he did about
shorter hours of labour angd increased wages.
We believe in shorter hours and better
wages, provided we are all freafed alike,
and the indushies thaf are taxed to pay those
wages can afford the extra burden. Not
much consideration is required to realise how
little more taxafion some of our industries
can stand, and how impossible 1t i= for them
to bear the burden the hon. member suggests
should be placed upon them. The Industriai
Arbitration Act requires amendment. I am
looking forward with 2 good deal of con-
cern to learning what these proposed amend-
ments will be. No doubt our Arbitration
system has led to the gradual inerease in
wages and to the consequent increase in the
cost of living. Tt is time we had a stoek
taking and put things on a better basis.
Members opposite do not concern them-
selves about reducing the cost of living, but
that is the matter to which they shounld turn
their attention rather than to inereased
wages, When wages go up the cosi of living
goes up,

Mr. Corbey: You remember how another
place dealt with the question of stabilising
rentals. That would have affected the cost of
living.

Mr. LATHAM: A good deal of legisla-
tion has been passed doring the regime of
the present Government that is lying dor-
mant hecause it has been impossible to earry
it into effect. The same thing wounld have
happened with regard to any legislation that
fixed rentals.

Mr. Corboy: To what legislation do vou
refer?

Mr. LATHAM: Many instanees could be
quoted. One is the Noxious Weeds Act that
has never heen proclaimed.

Mr. Corboy: No one could mphold that
particnlar Act.

Mr. LATHAM: Abont £1,000 2 year
wad spent on noxious weeds. When the mem-
ber for East Perth was talking about ren-
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tals, his concern seemed to be for the build-
ings that had been erected years ago, sad
that these should be leased at lower rentuls.
The riew bijildings, which had ‘¢ost’ more %o
erect; were also to be'let at low rentals, Xf
the hon. member’s party had seen that the
workmen laid more bricks per day the pro-
babilities ire that the rentals would have
come down. I remember when bricklayers
laid 1,000 bricks a day, whereas to-day they
lay only 250,

Mr. Corboy: Do not make it too hot.

Mr, LATHAM: 1 like to be accurate in
my statements. I say that 250 bricks a day
is the existing rate.

Mr, Kenneally: If the other figures quotéd
by the hon. member are as correct as these,
they are not of much account.

Mr. LATHAM: These are directions in
which it is possible to relieve the primary
producer.

Mr. Corboy: Your source of information
is not reliable.

Mr. LATHAM: It is as reliable as the
information given by the hon. member.
Members opposite give very little considera-
tion to the concerns of others, only to thuso
things npon which their thoughts and edu-
cation caunse them to dwell. The land tax
ought to be reduced. In 1925, after itx
introduetion, the revenue received was
£113,865. Last year it was £196,000. If
the (Government did what the Country Party
desire, and asked the people who are en-
gaged in primary industries to pay only
one tax, the greater of the two, they would
not be taxing a man’s income and then tax-
ing his taols of trade whereby he earns Fis
income. Tkat is mest unfair. The P e-
mier has stated that the State has derived
no benefit from the Federal disabilities
orant of £300,000. 1 admit that the inecomo
tax was reduced by 33 1-3 when that grant
was made. We did, however, make a profit
of roughly £150,000 out of it. The inevme
tax for 1925 amounted to £478,641, That
was before the grant was paid. Last year
it amounted to £329,603, with the 33 1-3
taken off. Members may say that the popu-
lation increased, that the wage earners were
greater in number, and that there were more
taxpavers to acconnt for the income. 1
admit that the population increased between
1925 and 1929 to 405,000. The expenditrre
per head of the population has alse in-
creased. Tn 1924 it was £22.88 and in 1928
it was £25.78. The expenditure, therefore,
is going up in greater proportion to tha
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increuse in population. The ihidebtedness
per head of the population, including loaus,
has risen rapidly in recent years. It has
lncreused frow £149 to £168 per head of the
popuiation. I challenge the Governmont
to ray that the most caretul attention is
being paid to our finances. One would have
thought that during the five years when
revceune was buoyant, something would have
been set aside to make good the deficits 3t
previous vears; but, instead, the Govern-
ment have heen spending at o greater ratc
than they bave been receiving. It is amus-
ing to read in the Governor’s Speeeh thut
our credit is good in London. As pointed
out by the l.eader of the Upposition, that
circumstunee has oo bearing at all on our
finanees other than that it might operate
as an inducement to people to come bere
and bring their eapital with them. Put
what would he the use of their eoming here
with capital at the present time¥ We havo
no Crown lands available for them. Al-
ready there are people looking for land in
Western Australia and the Government ure
unable to satisfy them. And people cominz
here with eapital would not be able to start
secondary industries other than suech as
would limit their ontput to the consumption
of the people in the State. We eannot com-
pete with any country outside Australia,
The Premier admits that. Our finaneial
position to-day, under the Finaneial Agree-
ment, isx such that we have to approach
ihe London money market through the Fede-
ra! fiovernment, who furnish the securi'v
for any loans floated. Land is in faet po:
available. The Govermor's Speech infor.1s
us that a total of 6,114 applieations fm
land under conditional purchase was re-
ceived, and that the number of new ent-
tlers for the year was 1,433,

The Minister for Railways: There ave
often 20 or 30 applieations for one blo.k.
The progress shown is substantial for one
vear,

Mr, LATHAM: After sll, we should be
prepared to move more rapidly as we grow
older. Our population is ineressing much
more rapidly now then was the case 20
vears ago.

The Minister for Railways: If we have
1,500 new farmers every year, we shall h»
dning very well.

Mr. LATHAM: Some of the men placed
on the farma referred to are in an unfor-
tunate, indeed a heart-breaking position—
miles and miles from any railway eommuni-
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cation, with roads almost unpassable duricyg
the winter. You, Mr, Speaker, know as we:l
as | du that upder such eonditions profitable
wheut growiug is an impracticable propos:-
tion. ’eople are put vut into such arzs
and allowed to spend their money, with the
result that they get into 2 state of penary.
We cught to send our railways out ahiadi
of settlement.

The Minister for Railways: We ecannot
do that,

Mr. LATHAM : Then we ought to follow
settlement up elosely. Probably ounr fia-
ances do not permit us to do what Canada
does, I am surprised to learn that a rail-
way survey has not yet been made in the
Karlgarin area, although the construction
of the line has been authorised. Some of
the settlers are 35 or 40 miles from the rail-
way, and they have been there for five or
s1X  years.

Mr. A. Wansbroogh: In my electorate
there are wheatgrowers who have waited
40 vears for a railway.

Mr, LATHAM: Then they are bigze.
fools than I should have taken them to be.
Inexperienced people go on the land believ-
ing they will make a rapid fortune, but
they get a rude awakening when they at-
tempt to cart wheat 30 or 40 miles. Mauy
of the settlers, I am sorry to say, are call-
ing meetings of their creditors. It is heavt-
breaking to see the number of farmers in
that paosition. Tn many eases the fault is
not theirs.

The Minister for Railways: It has mot
done some of thern much harm.

Mr. LATHAM: The farmers will be not
much better off in 12 months’ time unle~s
wheat recovers. As regards the area of
land selected during the past year, it ap-
pears that 164 applications were made and
109 were granted. Did the Lands Depart-
ment zo out into the highwavs and byways
and collect men who had not made apph-
entions for land and give it to them? The
fizures are remarkable.

The Minister for Railways: Some of
those applications were meade in the year
before and granted Iast year,

Mr. LATHAM: (Getting back to land set-
tlement, if we had those railways surveved
or under construction, probahly there would
be more land taken wp in areas already
fairly settled. Surely to zoodness tha!
should be an encouragement to the Govern
ment and an assistance to them to reduce
the number of unemploved. Last year Par-
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liament authorised clese on five millions of
loan funds. How much of the amount has
been spent I cannot say.

The Minister for
£4,200,000.

My, LATHAM: If that money had becw
spent on reproductive developmental works,
we would be in a better position to-day.

The Minister for Railways: Unfortunately
the returns are not immediate.

Mr. LATHAM: In the case of a greai
deal of the expenditure they ought te be,
What sbout the loan money spent the year
belore, over four millions sterling? I want
to touch on the unemployment question,
There is no more serious guestion than that
of unemployment confronting this State.
We try to excuse ourselves. We say largs
numbers of people are coming here from the
Eastern States. WWe blame the foreigners
We blame everybody but ourselves. Aecord-
ing to the Governor’s Speech the Main
Roads Board are to spend £1,250,000 this
year. Surely if that money is available—
and I know tbat we get £384,000 from th»
Federal Government, we:ourselves supplying
the relatively small sum of £288,000—that
should be a great help to us. Let me point
out that £288,000 is not a large proportion
of the loan funds made available to the Gov-
ernment yearly. If there is money carried
forward for rond construction from last
year, we should not have one man ont of
work in this State to-day. This is the time
to make roads in our agricultural areaz We
know very well that most of the expenditure
on road construction is represented by
labour.

The Minister for Railways:
ealled tenders for roads.

Mr. LATHAM: If we employed 5,000
men every working day, six davs a week,
throughout the year we shonld only be
spending a million of monev. For the life
of me I cannot see why we do not employ
every one of the unemployed on road con-
struction. It may nol be convenient for
some of them to go inte the country, bnt
surely it is better for them to be working
even away from home than to be starving
at home.

The Minister for Railways: We hav=
called tenders for well over €100,000 worth
of work. )

Mr. LATHAM: 1t ought to be done early,
instead of being left to the end of winter.

{10}

Railways:  About

We have
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Nobody knows beiter than the Government
that seasonal employment ends immediately
afier seeding operations,

The Minister for Railways: We cannot
get out plans and specifications for a huge
expenditure on roads in two or three weeks.

Mr. LATHAM: I may be very dull, but
T seec no great engineering difficulties in the
construction of reads in our agrienltura:
areas.

Mr. Corboy: The diffienlties are not en-
gineering difliculties,

My, LATHAM: Then why do we wani
plans and specifications?

The Minister {or Railways:
many different kinds of roads.

Mr. LATHAM: These are a standard
type of road.

Mr. Lindsay: And the specification is a
standard specifieation.

Mr, LATHAM: Yes, and there are no
engineering difficulties. The diffieulty is one
of organisation. I believe the Federal money
is available, and we ought to use it and see
that no man is deprived of his manhgod
through being made to walk about the streetz
or accept charity. Sueh things take the best
of the man out of him. In my younger days
I remember walking around looking for
work and being very glad o take it even at
a low rate of wages. DBut it was heart-
breaking to have to look for work and to
receive more kicks than halfpence. A man
1s deprived of his manhood when he is com-
pelled to take charity. Every member of
this party is anxious to bhelp the Government
in dealing with the unemployved problem.
That is not a political question, It ought
not to be a political goestion. We should
all get together and help these people. Some
of them, in the vourse ¢f time, may well
oecupy fthe positions we now fill in this
Chamber. At least let us clean np the un-
employment lability. It is a liability of
the people of this State. It is one of the
worst things we have. To say that it can-
not be done is nseless. T remember when the
people of New South Weles were in exactly
the same position as our people are in to-
day. Many of them went acrosz to New
Zealand, and work was found for every ome
of them who went there,

Mr. Panton: There are larze numbers of
unemployed in New Zealand to-day.

Mr. LATHAM: Possibly.
stated the contrary.

There are

I have not
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Mr. Kenneally: Every country on earth,
with the exception of France, has a big un-
employed problem.

Mr. LATHAM: An unemployed problem
does not strike we as being inevitable in a
youny country like Western Australia in-the
same way as it i< in older lands. We are a
wrimary producing counlry, with a grea’
deal of Crown land vet available for the
production of a warketable product that is
exportable, While we are in such a position
we ought to be ahle at least to clean up the
unemployed problem we have here. T quite
agree with the Government that we should
not offer inducements to people to eome to
this State until we are ready for them.
No worse inducement has there ever been
for ereating unemployment here than the
3,500 farms scheme, which is talked aboul
=0 much.

The Mini-ter for Railwavs: The Govern-
ment are not responsible for that,

Mr. LATHAM: I am not blaming the
Goverminent; but the scheme has been so
broadly advertised that people thought there
ought to be a lot of work available here. W2
ounght to see whether it is not possible even
to anticipate the granting of loan funds anid
provide work for our unemployed, thus re-
lieving the State of its greatest liability.
The Governor's Speech mentions that the
number of sheep in Western Anstralia has
increased by over half a million during the
year. That is not a startling increase, and
does not advertire Western Australia ton
well as a sheep-raising country. I thini
the reference wonld have heen better omitted.
According to the Statistieal Abstract the
number of sheep at the 31st December last
was 8,447 480. An increase of half a mil-
lion, being the natural inerease, plus sheep
brought here, is not a great inerease at all.

Mr. A. Wansbrongh: The greatest in-
crease was in the Sonth-West.

Mr. LATHAM: That is admitted.

The Minister for Railways: We had two
or three vears’ drought in places, and yet
there was an inerease of half a million
sheep.

Mr. LATHAM: Tn the South-West, there
has heen n eonsiderable inerease in the nam-
her of sheep and T hope that next year the
natural inecrease wiil be more like twn
millions.

The Minister for Railways: We will reach
the ten million mark.

Mr, iNenuveally: And then the Deputy
leader of the Opposition will give the Gov-
ernment credit tor the inerease!

Mr. LATHAM: I am glad to know that
he will; 1 um sure he will give the Govern-
itent credit for everything they are entitled
to. There have Lieen references to industrial
troubles, 1 was sorry to hear the Premier
disiiss that phase with the suggestion that
they merely represented 25 minutes of
tronhle. That in reference, among others,
to a dirpute hetween two uniens, for whieh
the primary produeers had fo pay! Not
only did we lose our first wool sale, which
represented a considerable loss to us, but
we had to pny demurrage charges on the
wheat held up in consequence of the dispute.
1 think the Government should have been
mencrous fo the farmoers and foregone that
eharge.

The Minister for Railways: We went fifty-
fifty.

My, LATHAM: The farmers were charge«
over £700 for demurrage.

Mr. Lindsay: And would not allow us t»
unload the stuff ourselves.

The Minister for Railways: Who woull
not allow you to do so?

Mr. Lindsay: The unions. Why did you
not eharge the unions the demurrage, not
the farmers?

Mr. LATHAM: The strike cost us losses
under other headings, and, in addition, in-
creased our handling charges at the sidings.
All this was merely because two unions de-
cided to have an argument between them-
selves. SBurely the primary producers should
not be handicapped like that. Prior to the
recent rise in the price of wheat, the farmers
were nearly on the breaking line. Shounld
they ever get on that line, there will be more
unemployment and diffienlties than we have
experienced for a long time past. Dealing
with the question of markets, I acknowledge
that a former Labour Goevernment purchased
the site for the markets and that the present
Government put up the buildings. [ will
not suggest that the member for Perth (Mr.
Mann) was not wnmindful of the neeessity
of markets for Perth, for I remember he
introduced lemislation that was not aceept-
able to the Country Party section of the Glov-
ernment of the day.

Mr. Corboy: You are not telling us about
the attitude of the Leader of the Oppaesition
when he was Premier.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 am not saying anvthing
of the sort, for I am fully aware that he did
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not have at his disposal the money that has
been available to the Labour Government
during the last five years. He had to tackle
8 deficit of £688,000 that he inherited from
the Labour Government, and when he left
ottice the tinances were in o splendid condi-
tion for the incoming Government. 1 want to-
be generous to the present Administration. 1
cannot understand the attitude of the Mar-
kets Board. I remember reading a state-
ment by the chairman of that board when
he said that if the consumers did not get
their produce cheaper than obtained then,
the markets would not have served the pur-
pose intended. I wish that the chairman had
added ¢hat if the producers did not get a
little more than they were receiving, the
markets would not serve the purposes in-
tended.

Mr. Corboy: Hear, hear!

Mr. LATHAM: The man who grows the
produce, works longer hours than the mem-
ber for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally) advo-
cates, and gets less return for his labour, is
the greatest loser.

Mr. Corboy: Do you think the Govern-
ment have regard only for the eonsumers?

Mr. LATHAM: I quoted the remarks of
the Chairman of the Markets Board,

Mr. Panton: And he said he hoped the
producer and the consumer would each get
a better deal.

Mr. LATHAM: I will accept that assur-
ance from the bon. member; no such state-
ment appeared in the newspaper report.

Mr. Panton: I heard the chairman make
the statement.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 will not argue, bat will
accept the hon, member’s assarance. Tbhen
again, I cannot understand the aftitude of
the Government from another standpoint.
The member for Perth moved for the ap-
pointment of a select committee to investi-
gate the markets question and he did a good
deal of work in connection with that
project. When the Government were select-
ing speakers for the opening day of the
markets, the member for Perth was omitted.
1 do not know if that was his fault, but I
think acknowledgment should have been
made of the services rendered by that
gentleman.

Mr. Panton: I do not think he was in the
State at the time,

Mr. Davy: Yes he was; I was with him.
We could not get near enough to hear the
Minister’s speech.

Mr. LATHAM: I think the Government
should have extended recognition to the
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member for Perth. Dedling now with water
supplies, I am glad the Minjster for Agri-
cultural Water Supplies is present hecause
I cannot reconcile some figures that have
been placed before me. I shall be glad of
the Minister’s help in that regard. On the
31st July, I asked the Premier what money
had been spent on the Narembeen water sup-
ply scheme, and also the amcunt spent on
water supplies in the Esperance district,
both being under the provisions of the
Migration Agreement. The Premier replied
that £63,488 had been spent on the Narem-
been water scheme and £64,961 on the Esper-
ance water supplies. In the second annual
report issued by the Development and
Migration Commission, I find this state-
ment—

Narembeen water supply.—The cstimated cosl
of the Narembeen water supply was £76,197,
and the selieme has heen completed. An amount
of £75820 has been advanced to the Western

Australian Government to the 30th June,
1928,

According to those figures, and comparing
them with those supplied by the Premier, I
find that the Government made a profit of
over £12,000,

The Minister for Agticultural Water Sup-
plies: You know better than that. There is
no sush thing as a profit. In these matters,
if there is any money over, or a scheme is
constructed under the estimated cost, the
balanee is used for other works,

Mr. LATHAM : Will the Minister say
that the Government received £75,820 from
the Federal (Fovernment for work that cost
£63,4889

Mr. Sleeman: That was beeause the work
was done by day labour.

Mr. LATHAM : The Government drew
one per cent, money from the Federal Gov-
ermment and spent it in another direetion.
It would be far more honest to say that the
cost was £63,000 and that the Government
wanted the extre money for some other pur-
pose.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: The point is that you got the work
done for £63,488 and that is all for which
you are called upon to provide sinking fund
and so on.

Mr. LATHAM: And you drew £73,000!

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: I did not get a penny of it, only the
£63,000,

Mr. LATHAM : Then the statement im
the report is incorrect.
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The Minister tor Agrieultural Water Sup-
plies: So far as 1 know, it is. We built it
at below the estimated eost.

Mr. LATHAM: It looks to me as if we
have been getting money we sare not en-
titled 10. The next scheme, that at Esper-
ance, cost £64,961 and an advance of
£67,000 was received for the work. The
Commission's report states—

The seheme, which has been completed, was
estimated to cost £S1KUUN, and a total amount

of £i7,322 has been advuncel hy the Cosmmon-
wealtl Government tu the Mente in eonneetion
therewith.

So they made £3,600 out of that work.
This is 1 per cent. money, and it seems
to me that if we are going to make profits
like that, and are to he charged the rate
of interest that is charged against us, the
Government are going to have a very pro-
fitable investment in their water supplies.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: The department received and
spent on the Esperance seheme £64,061.

Ar. LATIIAM: And they drew from the
Federal Government £67,000 for that work.

The Minister for Agricaltural Water
Supplies: Not for that work. Tt would be
utterly impossible.

Mr. LATHAM: I would be glad if the
Minister would get the officials to read that
report, and if it is not aceurate to see that
it is correcled.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: 1 have no jurisdiction over the
Development and Migration Commission
and their fizures.

Mr. LATHAM: At all events the Minis-
ter should see that we are not debited with
an amount that we should not he debited
with. Apparently somebody is not doing
his job in the Treasury.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Trea-
sury will see to that.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: Do vou think the Federal Govern-
ment would be so stupid as te permit us to
draw more money than we were entitled to?

Mr. Sleeman: You have been told that
the works were built at a cost below the
estimate.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not want that sort
of stupid interjection. I desire to say a
word or two ahont the Esperance water
supply. Recently I went down to the dis-
triet to enlighten myself—prinetpally for
educational purposes. I found that a great
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deal of money had been spent down there on
works that to me seemed utterly u<eless. I
refer to tho-e hipy dums. I do not see how
it is possible to fill them in the type of
country in which they Llave been con-
structed. After all, the Minister will say he

- ix prepared to accept the advice of his en-

gineers in preference to mine, But I say
thai it €64.000 or €65,100 had been spent in
putting in a water scheme at Shark Lake,
just this side of Esperance, it would have
been invested to hetter purpose. The local
peovple told me there was 18 feet of water in
that lake and that the water is never lower.
1f it were possible to spend £64,000 in put-
ting a pumping plant on fo that water and
reticulating the area, we should have some-
thing to show for it.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: But £064,000 would never have
done the job.

Mr. LATHAM: Why? What is the dis-
tance? To my mind it would suffice. I
am not mueh of an engineer but, mercifully,
God gave me a eertain amount of ¢common-
sense.

Mr, Sleeman: You are not showing it
to-night.

My, LATIIAM: Of course I am not show-
ing it w the hon. member. 1t would be na-
possible for him 1o disecern it. I do kanow
that it is perfectly feasible to pump that
water on to the highest part of the sand
plain, whence it could be reticulated by
gravitation.

AMr. Corboy: But do you know the cost
of the piping!

Mr. LATHAM: It would cost no more
than it costs in other distriets. Of course
it would not e possible to give every man
4 servive, but then not every man lhas a ser-
vice {o-day.

The Minister tor Agricultural Water Sup-
pies: The eost would be prohibitive.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 have heard that state-
ment before. The money would have been
much better spent as I suggest. We have
the dams down there, but I defy the Min-
ister {0 say that there has ever been a drop
of water jn them.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: Because we have not had a sufficient
rainfall to get a flow off the eatehment.

My, LATHAM: There will have to be con-
siderably more rain than has been recorded
up to the present to fill such dams. No prae-
tical private person wonld have put down 2
dam in such eountry.
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Mr. Corboy: We don’t go there to look
for farmers who can afford to put down
dams,

Mr. LATHAM: The farmers are there,
and they wre enfitled to the best the Gov-
ernment ean give them. But it 13 my respoa-
ibility as a member of Parliament to seé
that the money is spent in the best possible
way in the interests of the State. I know
that the people of the district will be quite
unable te earry that liability, and therefore
the people ot the State as a whole must do
it. So we must see to it that the money is
spent wisely.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: You are a bif late; the money is al-
ready spent.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course so, but I hope
the balance will not be spent until investi-
gation is made of that Shark Lake projeet.
Another thing I wanti to talk about is this:
Recently the local governing bodies had a
statutory declaration sent out to them by the
Main Roads Board. It is of quite sufficient
interest to rend to such members as are pre-
sent to-nighi. The local authorities were
asked to make a statutory deelaration to the
effect that they had duly paid their workers.
It is an insult to the intelligence of men
doing honorary work in the interests of the
State. The declaration reads as follows:—

................ [
mlthc State of Western Australia, do solemnl)
and sincerely declare:—

(1) That I am a member of the firm of
................ , and amn duly aunthorised to
make this declaration.

{2) That the said firm has paid to all the
workmen employed in connection with the ful-
filment of Contract, No....... ,dated........
made between the said firm and the Main Roads
Board of Western Australia in current money
of the realm all wapges due to such workmen
in striet accordance with the couditions relating
to the minimum wage rates, and that the hours
of lahour of such workmen have been in siriet
aceordance with the eonditions relating thereto
as provided in the snid contract,

Surely we ean trust the members of a local
authority. The people in their own distriet
trust them. If they sign a econtraet that
they will dc certain things, it onght nof
to have to be followed up by a siat-

utory declaration. Tt is the greaf--
est insnlt I have ever heard of us
being sent out to a body of men

doing honorary work for the State.
It savours to me of political control.

Mr. Panton: It savours of a large num-
ber of men not being able to get paid by

other men who have taken a contract.
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Mr. LATHAM: 1 am talking, not ot con-
tractors, but of local aunthorities Leing askei
to sign suel a declaration,

Mr. Panton: Evidently the local author-
ities let the contraect.

Mr. LATHAM: They bave always been
able to live up to their liabilities, or alter-
natively they have been superseded by the
Public Works Department. What oceurs
to me is whether it was not an instruetiea
from the Trades Hall. It is about tiwe
we cut out this kind of thing.

Mr. Panton: I know that very many men
have been uuable to get their wages from
the econtractors.

Mr, LATHAM: But I am spesking of
local authorities. Do not put into my moulh
words that 1 have not nsed.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Do you nof know
that cootracts bave been sub-let?

Mr. LATIIAM : The local authorities have
been asked to sign a declaration to the ef-
fect that they bave paid the workmen by
coin of the realm. It is a blooming insuit
to people doing work in an honorary capa-
city in the interest of the State. There
are some ways in which we might give effect
to the ideals put forward by the member
for East Perth last night, The first, of
eourse, is to put the primary industries on
a sound business footing. If the hon. mem-
ber will assist us to do that, the probability
is that ke will realise his great ideals all
the sooner. I wish to correct an impressian
which might have been gained by some
niembers as a result of a statement supposed
to have been made by the Leader of the
Country Party relative to his trip abroad.
The hon, member said that the Leader of
the Country Party had taken us for a
mental tour through Afriea and India and
had ended up by saying that of course Ans-
tralia would have to consider the coolie
question. If the hon. member had gone to
London and had realised, as the Leader of
the Country Party realised when he visited
Africa, what that actnally meant to the pen-
ducers of this country, the chances are Le
would not have uttered the remarks he dul.
When I was in London I saw a tremenduns
quantity of fruit packed quite differently
from ours. Yt was packed in a far move
expensive way than we could ever afford
te pack it, some of it in wool, some in
sawdust, and some even in cork. If we
were to employ labour at its present cost
and try to market our produce in the same
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way as it js warkeled from Africa, we
cculd not possibly compete. My idea and
the idea of the Leader of the Country Party
may be summed up in this way: Do vot ler
us dumu our own industries fivst, but u<c
that great inflnence which the Labour or-
ganisations possess to-day, They have their
annual meetings of workers of the woril
I remember a resolution being earried at u
meeting on the Esplanade. Let them tell
their comrades in other countries that they
have to bring their people to our standard
of living and pay them the same rate of
wages that we pay. If that were Ionec.
the difficulty of marketing our produets
on the samne lines as they are doing would
be overcome.

My, Panton: Let the hon. member tell the
primary producers to pay those men th
same rates of wages so that they ean enjoy
the proper standard of living, and not ask
us to do it.

Mr. LATHAM: And if we told our per-
ple here to do that, we should very sorn
cease to export anything.

Mr, Panton: You are asking us to do iL.

Mr. LATHAM: We have not a world-
wide organization. While listening to tue
member for Kast Perth last night, T woul-l
have liked to interject more than I dii,
but I knew that to do so would be disorde -
ly. An attack wos made by him on the
forcigners coming here, and yet he and his
friends are the people who send fraterrai
greetings to the foreigners on the lst May.
The hon. nmember says in effect to those
foreigners to whom the greetings are seat,
“You are not to come to our country, and
if you do eome you shail not have the right
to work.”” 1t makes me feel sorry indeed
for the unfortunate people who are com-
ing here. If we are going to adopt an at-
titude of that kind it would be better to
vrolibit their coming entirely,

Mr. Corboy: It is that fraternal fecliny
rmongrt the primary producers thai has
kept them where they are.

Mr. LATHAM: The member for East
Perth did not display any very fraternal
feeling last night when he spoke on behalf
of his party. He referred to those people
as being below the menial standard, and
yet they could more than ¢compete with Aus-
tralians. He said they were unfit to marry
1nte Amstralian families.

Mr. Withers: Do you think they aref
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Mre, LATHAM: 1 do not say they are
but T am not yuestioning their mentality
[ do not pul myseli on a pedestal and judye
then as the hon. member did. The Soutk
trn Ewopeans were doing clearing  work
at the same price as that paid to Bribis!
and Anustralian labour. They were doin:
the work bhetter, and were not causing tie
trouble with the storekeepers that our owv
pecple were causing, It is regrettable tc
have to make that statement, but it is ¢
faet, and I defy anyone to contradiet it.

The Minister for Lands: Are you refer
ring to Southern Europeans?

Mr, LATHAM: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: I can show yo:
that they were not receiving the same raic
of wages.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister may have
some instances.

Mr. Panton: Any number of instances.

Mr. LATIAM: When the Government
ent them off from work finanee by Agri-
cultural Bank advances, what was left for
those peeple to do? They had to aceept
lower wages ot starve. They could not come
to the City of Perth and go around the
streets cadging. Had they done so they
would have been put in gaol by orders of
the flovernment. They were forced into do-
ing it.

The Minister for Lands: Why all these
heroies?

Mr. LATHAM : 1 say it is true; I am not
indulging i heroies. If the Southern
Europeans had been allowed to earry ou
the work, they would have heen receiving
exactly the same rate of pay. Thirty shil-
lings was the standard rate and 30s, was
paid until the Government denied them the
opportunity to work.

The Minister for Lands: That is sheer
nonsense,

Mr. LATHAM: It is true. They were
foreced by the Government to take a lower
rate of pay; otherwise they would have
had to starve,

The Minister for Iiands: That is not
true.

Mr. Panton: I suppose Mussolini will step
in now.

Mr. LATHAM: I have no brief for Mus.
solini. I would not wmind if he issued a
prohibition to-morrow against their comine
here, but once they are here they have n
right to live,

Mr. Panton: But not to get preference.
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The Minister for Lands: They are get-
ting 25s. and even £1 and T bave proof
of it in my possession.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister may have
some instances.

The Minister for Tands: I gave the in-
formation in the House last year,

Mr. LATHAM: T am not going to put
our people on a pedestnl. I do not =7
they all observe a standard of honesty that
cannot be questioned, but the Government
foreed the foreigners into accepting a lower
rate of wages. The member for Menzies
referred to Mussolini. We are told that we
ought to be Australians and that we want
to live within our own country, and vet the
Government of this State are purchasing
foreign-made motor c¢ars and providing
work for people in foreign countries. If
there are no Australian-made motor cars to
be had, why not buy motors manufactured
within the Empire? Tf we follow the argu-
ment to its logical conclusion, that is what
ounght to be done, for we ask England to
trade with ns. We send some of our wheat
to Italy. We say that Southern Europeans
when they come here to earn a living have
vo right to send their earnings away to keep
their families in the country of their ovigin.

The Minister for Agricnltural Water
Supplies: Ttaly has 30,000,000 bushels of
wheat to export this year.

Mr. LATHAM: For years we have heen
sending wheat from the pool to Ttaly, ani
probably we are doing likewise this year.

The Minister for Apgricultural Water
Supplies: Statisties tell us that Italy has
30,000,000 bushels of wheat to export this
year.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not say that the
Minister is wrong. Our wheat might be nsed
in Ttaly for blending purposes, as it is
used in England, in order to make a helter
class of flour. '

Mr. Panton: Do not forget that we im-
port maearoni.

Mr. LATHAM: Macaroni is manufac-
tured here. I do not think much is im-
ported. T had no intention of speaking at
this late hour of the night and any further
remarks T shall reserve until the Estimates
are before us. I would appeal to memheors
to get together and help the men who are
out of work and walking (he soles off their
boots in their efforts to get a living. I am
willing to do anything I can to assist. That
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is the big question before us, and I sin-
cerely hope it will be seriously tackled hy
the Government,

On motion by Mr. Corboy, debate ad-
Journed,

House adjourned at 10.29 p.m.

Legisiative qouncil,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day. )
Debate resumed trom the 8th August,

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [4.35]:
Some members who have preceded me have
referred to the Governor’s Speech as being
barren of anything of a consiructive
nature, If we compare the Speech before
us with others that have preceded it, we
lind very much similarity between them.
Governor’s Speeches may be characterised
moxe or less as a book of chronicles. They
tell us the story of what has been done, and
endeavour to conceal the story of what is
going to be done. Like the proverbial eur-
ate’s egg, this Speech is good in parts. It
serves no other useful purpose than to pro-
duce a few headings under which & member
may address himselt’ to the House. It is
only fitting I should open my remarks with
the mining industry, despite the faet that
it is on the downward grade, and the agri-
cultural industry is on the upward grade,
It was a provinee which was practically
all mining that gave me my political birth.
One place we should always remember and
put first is the place of our birth, political



